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Reverend Gentlemen, 


A 


. + HINN waited long for your Look to my 


$$: AccounrT, I was ready to conchude, your pain- 
þ-4 7 H 5 $$ ful Labours, which had conſumed ſo muck 
$$$ Time and employed ſo many Hands, were ta, 
$ $8 % $8 be buried in perpetual Oblivion, or read only 
in private to your Friends; when at laſt your 
Fair Narrative appeared publickly in the World. * 
But I confeſs, upon peruſing it, I could not perſuade m 
ſelf, you expected the thinking Part of Mankind would look | 
upon your Performance as a ſufficient Vindication of your 
Proceedings, or juſt Anſwer to what I had publiſhed. —The 
Rational will look forReaſon ; and while, inſtead of labouring 
to convince your Adverſary by ſound Argument, you only 
perſonally reflect upon him, will certainly impute it to an 
Inability to juſtify your Conduct. 4 
I muſt likewiſe confeſs, when I found a gregz Part of your - 
fair Narrative ſtained by yourſelves with foul Reflections, Mu. 
reign to the Purpoſe ;—Another Part conſumed in labour - 
10 eſtabliſh ball, where you could not find Realiues 
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e * idbifugon ;+A third, in aggravating ſome Things, which 
ter all the Pams yon had taken to dreſs them up, and place 


Adem in a hateful Light, you would not preſume to ſay 
went Crimes, &. & c. &c. I ſay, when 1 found this was 
the Caſe, I was almoſt of Opinion, that the only Anſwer 
needful,or which your Performance deſerved,was to be treated 
with a contemptuous Silence. 

However, upon furtherReflection, I judged it beſt to write, 
not ſo much for my own Vindication, as for your Convidfion, 
and the Information of thoſe who being leſs acquainted with 
theſe Things, may be led into miſtaken Notions concerning 


1 Preilyterianiſin, very diſadvagtageous to that Cauſe, by view- 


ing it in the Light in which you repreſent theſe Principles; 
and with this. Deſign I ſhall make a few general Remarks 
upon year Performance, —State the Controverly as it truly 
ſtands b&twixt you and me,—And finally, anſwer ſome of 
thoſe Things which ſeem moſt material, in what you have 
thought fit to publiſh, ; 
1 8 5 70 theſe general Remarks upon your Performance, 
1 propoſe (Gentlemen) to enlarge only upon a few: and there- 
fore ſhall not inſiſt upon ſuch as theſe, —That while you in- 
roduce your ſelves with the Voice of Jacob, as you proceed 
E may hear the Voice and feel the Hands of Eſau; — That 
Fe you take great Pains to clear yourſelves of Prejudices, 
-—ptoclaim your own Goodneſs, —and place yourſelves in the 
molt fayourable Light, —you labour to paint me with the 


Moſt hateful Colours, as inflexible, fiif, obJlinate, with a long 


De e. Se . 7 | b 
But let me tell you (Cenilemen) that upgentee] Reflection, 
and ſuch a Manner of purſuing your Argument, 'as 'tis unbe- 
coming Gentlemen and Scholars, can have no other Effect, 
than to diſoblige every Gentleman of your on Party, who 
from the unavoidable Principles of Gencroſity mult be diſpleaſ- 
ed. with thgſe Indecengies towards others, which they 
would relent, if offer d to themſelyes: and the 8 part 
eee every where will look upon this Method of vin- 
ting your Proceedings as che poor Shift of Authors whoſe 


Arguments fail them, and the dernier Reſort of thoſe who | 


have 


has 


OS K- —ęV, _ + ft _wy as Gas Hs BY 


r 


— 8 28 


nM 


nw © oy Xt 


© 


. © 


A », 


Sth, 0 - WW "Y.-H. 


TSP 
hate undertaken theDefence of a bad Cauſe, — But to proceed, 
let me obſerve,- | 5 * 

If all that you plead in Vindication of your Proceedings 
againſt me, were true, and I ſo wicked a Perſon as you would 
have the World believe me to be, yet even all this would not 
juſtify your Conduct. From your own Account of theſe Mat- 
ters it will appear plain, even to the moſt heedleſs Reader, 
not intirely blind with Prejudice, that theſe Things (a few, 
which you will not venture to ſay are Crimes, excepted) were 
never brought as Accuſations againſt me. *—Yea, whatever 
you (Gentlemen) ſay upon this Head, 'tis evident, for Inſtance, 
the Preſbytery never pretended to have found, I afferted any 
Thing falſe or injurious again/t them. . Pray (Gentlemen) 
if it be not your Opiaion, that one Crime can ſufficienely atone 
for another, and that your depriving me of a fair Trial, which 
every one will obſerve I neither had nor could have, is enough 
ro ſupply whatever Defects are to be found in the Reaſons, 
upon which the Preſbytery's Sentences againſt me ſtand, . how 
can theſe Things which you advance, jz/7/y your Conduct? — 
What would you think (Gentlemen) of a civil Judge, when 
one was brought before him for a Breach of the Peace, if in- 
ſtcad of puniſhing him as the Law directs, Ie ſhould ſentence 
the poor Fellow to be ſuſpended by the Neck till dead; and 


when his Proceedings were found contrary to Law, ſhould 


plead in his own Vindication, that the Man had done ſome 
other Things, of which he had never been accuſed, and tried; 
yea, which the Judge himſelf would not ſay were Grimes, far 
leſs ſuch as deſerved capital Puniſhment ! Think (Gentlemen) 
and then ſpeak your Minds: would you not ſay, he was 
cruel, unjuſtly to take away a Man's Life, and not ſatisfied 
therewith, labour to ruin his Character after he was dead !— 
Again, Fes by 

Yoa make a great Noiſe concerning that Lenity the Preſby- 
tery ſhewed me, and the rational, condeſcending and pacifick 
Propoſals they made me. — Theſe are repeated upon every 
Occaſion. — The Inftance of this Kind moſt frequently inſiſted 


upon, is, © Thar the Preſbytery ſhall give Order, that Mr, 


Uh a” *& Mhercrombie's 
Far. p. 17. 18, and 40, f Preſbyt, Min. Ah 
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&© Abercrombic's Repreſentations, as they are termed, which 
« are now among their Papers, with their Minutes concerning 
c them, and all Remarks and Anſwers upon them, be razed 
* or deſtroyed, and that Mr. Abercrombie's conſenting to ſaid |} 
„ Propoſal, ſhall be looked upon as a ſufficient Acknowledg- 
« ment of, and Retraction from, all Things by him: afferted |þ 
te or inſinuated againſt the Preſbytery, in ſaid Repreſcntations, 
« That on the mutual Compliance of the Preſbytery and him 
e with-ſaid Propoſal, &c.“ 4 Here, if we will believe your 
Word, was admirable Lerity / This a rational, pacifick and 
condeſcending Propoſal But (Gentlemen) I mult aſk, did 
your Preſbytery in this Propoſal intend to ſhew me anyLenity ? 
Did they by it propoſe to abate any Part of that Cenſure, 
which the Word of God had appointed them to inflit upon 
my Crimes ? Or, did they propoſe Nothing of this Nature ? 
If you fay, they really propoſed to ſhew me Lenity, let me 
again alk, how was this conſiſtent with Fairh/ulneſs to their 
Lord and Maſter ? Was not this, to betray his Honour? 
Was not this, to take away from the Words written in his | 
Book ? And were they not afraid, that God would tate away | 
their Part out of the Book of Lie, and out of the holy City ? || | 
How was this conſiſtent with Charity toward me, in ſo far 
as they propoſed to remit the Cenfure due to me? Was not 
{ this to /uffer Siu upon their Brother, without reproving him? 
| How was this conſiſtent with the Honour, the good Name 
| of their Society, to ſuffer one to be of their Number, who lived 
2 in Contempt of the ſupreme Laws of Righteouſneſs ? 
{ 
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1 
( 
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Finally, how will you reconcile this with the Propoſal it ſelf, 
as you relate it ? Nothing being more evident, than that the 

+, Preſbytery intended a full Het notledgment, a compleat Satis- 
faction for the Offence they ſuppoſed I had committed. 
If you ſay, Not the former, but this was the very Caſe, let me 
aſk you (Gentlemen) What is become of the Preſbytery's 
Lenity and Tenderneſi towards me ? Was it not impoling | 
upon the World, to repreſent meas abuſing them ?F—How will 
you vindicate yourPreſbytery from being arbitrary & tyrannical, 
in requiring Satisfaction, for a Crime they never found I had | 
commuted ? | 


$ Nar. p. 10. 11. || Rev. 22. 19, * Nar.p. 23. 


* 


ch Neommitted? Would it not have been eaſier Terms, to have ſub- 
"5 mitted to their Cenſure, than tohave complied with their Propo- 
ed fal Did not Nero, Domitian, Divele/ign, & the pretendedSuc- 
N Neeſſors of Peter, make more rational pacifick and condeſcend- 


ing Propoſals, to che „li inflexible and ob/tinateChriltians, than 
he Preſbytery by your Account made to me Only throw 
u little Incenſe, or burn their Accuſations, and they might 
have eſcaped the Flames.-—But, before I diſmiſs this Point, I 


+ uſt inſiſt (Gentlemen) that you ſatisfy the World, how it 
K 3182 poſſible your Preſbytery could make ſuch a Propoſal to 
7 ne, From their own Record 'tis plain, they never found 1 


ad aſſerted any Thing falſe and injurious againſt them: and 
> me it looks irrational, to ſuppoſe they ſhould inſiſt upon Sa- 
isfaction for a Crime they never found I had committed. —If 
hey did, to be ſure, Every reaſoaablePerſon will conelude, their 
Propoſal was neither rational, parifict, nor condeſcending ;'— 


- ” 


= Vet, after all I have ſaid upon this Head, I inſiſt (Gentlemen); 

* he original Paper may be produced: For then I expect it 
ill appear, the Preſbytery never really made any ſach Pro- 

2) poſal to me. — But, however the Matter turn out, I hape 


Gentlemen) you will not deny, that I made the following 
Propoſal to you, — ** That all the Papers be depoſited in the 
F Hands of the Mediators, to be diſpoſed of as they pleaſe: 
That the Preſbytery warmly recommend it te the People 
to unite ; and where any apprehend themſelves injured, to 
bring the Caſe in an orderly Way before the Prerbytery :— 
That if, after a certain Time of Trial, it be found impoſh- 
ble to unite, the whole Affair reſpecting the Pesple be tried, 
by the Presbytery and the four Miniſters they have writs 
for, by the Rules of the Church of Scotland. Let the 
Vorld now judge, if you have given à fair Narrative of this 


1 


* | 
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me latter, and which of the Propoſals was moſt rational, pacifick, 
* ad condeſcending, your pretended one, or my real one. How 


Y reeoncile all theſe Things in your Narrative with Truth, 1 


0 onceive, would puzzle Heman, Chalcol, and Darda, yea, So- 
11 12 himſelf, who was wiſer than all the three, Once more. 
In your Performance you frequently complain for want of 


Proof of thoſe Things you ſay I have allerted. —* I hape 
Mr. p. 16, 17, Gc. (Gentlemen) 


f 


[ 8 ] * 
2 (Gentlemen) if the Fact don't appear, that I have aferted 
* many of theſe Things, the World will excuſe me, though the 
| Proof be wanting.-— Where the {firmative is yours, the judi- 
cious will expect the Proof from you ; and while * call up- 
on me to produce it, will look upon it as a meer Evaſſon, when 
you had nothing to ſay in your on Vindication. In my Re- 
preſentations | have but expreſſed my {pprehen/ions concern- 
ing what I judged neceſſary to be -lope,—my Fears of ſuch 
and ſuch Things, —and given the Keaſons of my Apprehenſi- 
ons and Fears. In a Word, I appeal to the unprejudiced, if 
in my Repreſentations I have not advanced ſuch Progf, as the 
Nature of the Thing required, upon every Article. And here 
I muſt complain of the unfair Method you take, to evade my 
Arguments, when they prove too hard for you; you convert 
mem into Charges brought againft you; and then imagine, you 
bave a Right to refute them, not in the long, the tedious and 
difficult Way of Rea/oning,butin the ſhort,the compendious and 
ealy Way of Hulhority; and convince your Adverſary,not withan | 
1 Argument, but with a Cenſure. O rare Invention! To 
. break one's Head, in order to make a ſhort and eaſy Way for 
. che Light to ſhine into his Underſtanding ! — But let me tell | 
| you (Gentlemen) the Honour of contriving this rare Invention | 
belongs not unto you : I fiad, theScribes and Phariſees were ſki]- | 
ful in this Method of Reaſoning, above ſeventeen Hundred | 
Years before you * ; and it was recommended by the famous 
Jeſuites. Walenburge and Maimburge, when they found the | 
Papiſts not able to anſwer; in the Way of Reaſoning, the 
: Arguments bro't by the Proteſtants in Defence of the Refor- 
mation. One Word more ( Gent/emen )—If you {till infilt | 
on the Proof of thoſe Things you ſay I have aflerted in my 
Repreſentations, altho' for the above Reaſons I look upqn my 
g ſelf under no Obligations of this Nature, yet as the Evidence | 
of | of the greateſt Part of theſe Things is now before me, anEvi- | 
3 dence which (whoever may) you (Gentlemen) cannot reaſona- 
bly except againſt, I ſhall produce it, and for the Proof of 
thoſe Things refer you to a Performance written «pos. tho 
me | 
a Preſb. Sent. 1 & 2 Repreſ and Nar. P. 16 compared. 


Joh. 9. 34. Her. Ecc, Hiſt, p. 191, Conti. P. 4Q. 
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* 
ſume Subject, intitled, 4 PAIR NARRATIVE OF, THE 
PROCEEDINGS OF THE PRESBYTTERT OF BUSTON, 
&c;— I ſuppoſe (Gentlemen) you may have all read the piece, 
aſtho* I am very ſuſpicious: you have not duly: conſidered ir, ſo 
as to under lund many Things contained in it. From the 
Account of the Conſtitution « of your Preſbytery, which we have 
im the above Narrative, it fully appears that you have no fixed 
Rule of Government] or Laws whereby your Society! is to be 
conducted; conſequently; that according to the very Light of 
Nature, the Word of God, and known Preſby terian Rules, 
everyone belonging to your Preſbytery is intirely Sui yu is, 
at his own” Liberty and Choice. From theſe Premiſes, by 
an eafy Conſequence, the Prapriety and E xpeditncy,- for 
Inſtance; or the Netefiity ny, of the firſt Article in my-furſt Ree 
preſentation” follows; viz; I apprehend it neceſſary, the _ 
« Preſbytery bring all who- depend upon them; under ſuek 
% Regulations, that Diſciplins may be exerciſed upon Cf! 
“ fenders, and they kept back from Ordinances, until propet 
Satisfaction be given, and Ordinances only adminiſtred to 
&« ſuch as are found wort hy. 
FBut paſſing ſeveral Obſervations l might have malle, I. pro- 
Nected to what I eſteem of greater Importance. And if I miſ- 
take not, the Things you ſhould have provetl; had you wrote 
to the Furpoſe, and ſtill hare to make plain, are, That yo 
ate a/ Presbytery, duly conſtituted, according to the Ward af 
the God, as explained in; the Conſtitutions of the Preſbyterian 
the Church of Scotland: 2— That aording to theſe Principles, 
0 B e n 
; + V B. Acbording to the Dofttine of 1 Prozhjteriant; the 
ncred Scriptures are the ſupreme Standard or Rule in all Con- 
troverſies of Religion; the Church is finally 'to appeal unto”, 
Fbem, and reſt in their Sentence. But, upon Account of the 
different Sentiments of Chriſtians concerning the Meaning of 


na- the Scriptures, and to prevent future Diſputes, they have tho't 
of Fr neceſſary (not without Warrant from the Scriptures them 
the lajves) to expreſs the Meaning of the Word of God, ſo — 
me Ns they are agreed in it, in their Confeſſions of Faith and Forma 


R which ſome call the WO Standard or Rule. 
N . Am. 4 
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Fam a Perſon within your Juriſdiction, over whom you have 
Juſt Authority, and againſt whom you may lawfully paſs your 
Cenſures :—That in all your Proceedings againſt me you have 
inviolably kept by the ſaid Conſtitutions, and made them the 
Rale of all your Dealings with me: That the Grounds, upon 
which you have proceeded, are ſufficient to warrant your Cen- 
ſures ; being Things, in theſcRules declared cenſurable by the 
Word of God Finally, That agreable to theſe Principles 
you (without Liberty of Appeal) are the final Judges in all 
Matters that concern your Preſb Aj 
| Theſe (Gentlemen) are the Things you have to make plain: 

Theſe, you know, it belongs to you (not me) to prove —I 
excepted againſt ſome of them: nor have you taken off my i 
Exceptions; far lefs cleared and confirmed theſe Matters. — iſ 
_ Nay, when you come to this important Point, you expreſly if 
tell the World, you wave it at preſent,” I ſhall there- 
fore again more particularly conſider each of theſe Heads, — i 
ſtate my Exceptions, and take-Notice of what you have 
thought fit to advance upon them. 3 
The firſt Thing, which I conceive belongs to you to mike | 
plain, is, That you are a Prerbytery, duly conſtituted accord- 
ing to the Word of God, as explained in the Conſtitutions of 
the Preſbyterian Church of Scotland.. ſhould not have in-„ 
liſted upon this Head, had you not introduced me queſtioning 8 
your Conſtitution ; a Thing I had not the leaſt Thought of 4 
doing, being {till in Zope you would compleat what was want- | 
ing in your Conſtitution, untill your fair Narrative appeared, | 
which effectually daſhed all Hopes of this Nature, and in my | 
Opinion razed the {lender Foundation you had laid, without 
leaving you ſo much as the leaſt Pretence to a Conflitution.)|— 
Will you not allow (Gentlemen) that one may call in Queſtion 
the Extent of a Court's Juriſdiction , * yet allow its Conſti- 
Eution to be good? | What NZ 


(W/m. Conf. Chap. 1. & 31: compared. )—Theſe make not * 


two Rules: far leſs is the laſt ſet upon an equal Footing with 


che firſt ; being only the Senſe in which every Perſon declares 
he underſtands the — A 
* Nar. p. 33. + Preſbyt, Min, || Nar. p. 33. 34. & 36 - 
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What you underſtand by your Conſtitution, and what in 
your Account is a Presbytery duly conflituted, I mult confeſs, 
am at a Loſs to know. If I miſtake net, by theCoꝶſlitution 
Hof any Society is underſtood thoſe fundamental Læuu, in which 
hey are all agreed, — which preſcribe the Form of Govern- 
ment in the Society, —ſccure the SubjeR's Privileges, —ſhew 
the Extent of his Obedience, and limit the Power of thoſe 
vo are to bearRule, that they tyrannize not over the Mem- 
ers of the Society at their Pleaſure, F—Now 2 if 
ve attend to thoſe who write, upon the Principles of Nature's 
- Light, concerning this Subject, we ſhall find, that to caꝝſtitute 
a Society duly is neceſſary a mutual Covenant, in which they 
agree with one another to become one Society, —an explicit 
Agreement upon the Form of Government, the fundamental 

Laws, by which they are to conduct themſelves, —and finally 
Za mutual Covenant, wherein t1oſe who bear Rule, bind them- 
ſelres to act conſtitutionally, or according to the Laws of the 
WSociety, and the ſeveral Members bind themſelves to obey 
them, while governing according to ſaid Laws.} Society 
© (ſays a celebrated Writer) into which Men enter, —ſup- 
* poſes ſome Rules or Laws, according to which they all 
*“ agree to be governed. —A Number of Men met together, 
F< without any Rules by which they ſubmit to be governed, 
can be Nothing but an irregular Multitude, every one being 
„(M. B.) ſtill ai Juris and left intirely to his own, private 
g Choice, by whatever Kind of Judgment or Paſſion or Ca- 
„ price That happens to be determined. They muſt needs 
“ interfere with one another; nor can ſuch a. Concourſe of 

People be any Thing different from an indigeſted Chaos of 
“ diſſenting Parts, which by their confuſed Motions would 
* damnify and deſtroy each other. This muſt be true, c.. 
Il might have tranſcribed the Proof, Gentlemen, but your 
Freſbytery is ſuch a plain Demonſtration of the foregoing Ob- 
Nervations, that I thought it entirely needleſs. e. 


256. Puff. de Off. Civ. Cap. 6. et Carm. in Anata. 
1 Religion of Nature delineat ct. 
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The Principles and Practice of Prerbyterianr are ſo exceed- 
ing plain upon this Head, that I ſhall not multiply Teſtimo - 
nies. To Which of all theReformed Churches will you turn? 
Which of them (even the Congregational not cxcepted) have 
not their Platforms of Government, accarding to their Light 
drawn from the Word of God ?— The. Church of Scotland, 
which, if you will not, the Reformed Churches will, allow to 
Have been one of the pureſt, will tell you, That the true 
Religion is not able to endure long without a good Diſci- 
« pline and Policy; and in that Part ſhe has employed her 
* Wit and Study, and drawn forth out of the pure Foun- 
** tain, the Word of God, ſuch a Diſcipline as is meet to 
6 remain in the Kirk. * In ſhort, their Practice is agree - 
able to their Principles; and from their Formula, which, 
bnce Subſcription to the Covenants has been laid afide, is the 
Covenant or Bond of Union with them, i ſay, from this 
*tis plain, that althoꝰ the Word of God is their /upreme Rule, 
and eſteemed by them the moſt perfect Conſtitution, yet they 
judg e a ſabordinate Conſtitution neceſſary: and amidſt ſo 
Maly different Sentiments concerning the Meaning of the 
Word of God, as Education, Prejudice, ' Intereſt; or Favour 
lead Perſons to, in interpreting the Scriptures, no Perſon is 
required. to ſubmit to any Thing he hath not aęrecd to, and 
acknowledged to be A in the Word of God. —la this, 
their Practice is exactly harmonious with the: Scripture, the 
moſt perfectRule. Whereto abe have already attained,let us walk 
2 the joey Rule : i, e. In the mean Time, as far as we have 
attained, we muſt go together in the Ways of God, join 
« together in all the great Things, in which we are agreed, 
« and wait for further Light in leſſer Thane wherein we 
« dfferF—* | 
Now, Gentlemen, are you not ſenſible, * this Time, that 
vou ate not a Precbyrery, duly conſtituted, even by your own 
Account of this Matter? However, let me examine what you 
in Defence of your Conflitution : and the firſt Thing, 
which ſeems to point at this, is, © A Preiytery (fay you) 
« tho” made : bp of Individuals, JR them as a 
8 } 60) 1 
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by tbe Authority of the great Head. of dhe 1 re 
\Y < (»bich, if- we miltake not, 3s che formal Notign.of a Pref 
| BS © #6 tery)”|—I ſhall not now enquire, whether or 


formal Notion, of a Preſbytery (defined in ſach 3 
dae Alen Terms) might not poſhbly ſanctify all the grace- 


eſs Aſſemblies of pretendedchureh Officers, that-ever claimed 


- s © 


to be met together in the Name and by the Authority of 
Chriſt. —Pray (Centleen) Does the Calumny and Reprogch 
calt upon the Councils of Epheſus and Tyre, or ,upop the 
Council of Trent, and the ill Treatment they met with from 
Euſteihius, Athanaſius, and our worthy Reformers, © termi- 


* 


nate in Chriſt, whoſe Ordinance they, were? Was Chrilt 
Y © offended or injured by | their deſpibog theſe Allen: 
blies ? Or did they deſpiſe God, in ręfuſing to ſubmit to 
BW © their Negroes ?”*—1 ſhall only ſay (Gentlemen) tis. my 
Opinion, upon ſecond Thoughts you will ind yaurlelyes 
miſtaken in your . formal Notion. of a Preſbytery. — Think 
(Gentlemen) Will not this ſame formal Notion equally (wt 
uod, a general {fembly, or an ecumenical Ort; a 


if ſo, is not the Number and Subordination of *Presbyterian = 
Judicatories at an End? And have you not with one Stroke, 


ſapped the very Foundations of Prerbyteriani/m 2 Hye. ou 
not then razed thoſe ſtrong Holds,our worthy Anceſtors, have 
for . Centuries paſt maiotained againſt .Papi/ts, Prelater, &c. 
But I inſiſt not upon theſe wild Notions, which, every, Prote- 
ſtant knows, need no Refutation— 10 90 
Tou ſay , That having conſulted with the Elder and 
0 People of your Congregationt, qe did With their unammous 
Aauice and Cancurrence, actually meęt and cꝗpſfitnte 8384 
8 claſkcal, Presbytery. 4 Let me alk, you (Cent n) Ted 
vou this Advice and Concurrence, to conftuure you $999 } 
? uch a Preſbytery (N. B.) as you deſcribe unf to > 46 
Not obliged wholly to confine. yourlelves 30.the:Chureb. of 
Saal land, hut atLiberty to adopt any of the ds of theChy 


. e. df you 0. you had dir este Coherence 
loppoſe to your Aſſertion your own Vote, whereby you con- 
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of Ireland, or. France, or Geneva; or any ee ; 


te 
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Hitute yourſelves : which expreſly confines you to act ©apree- 
« able to the Word of God, and Conſtitutions of the Church 
« of Scotland.*” This muſt be allowed to be an indiſputable 
Evidence in the Caſe ; and this, beyond all Contradiction, 
proves, either that you had not the Conſent of your Congre- 
gationt, to conſtitute yourſelves into any ſuch Presbytery, as 
you repreſent yourſelves to be, or elſe that you ated contrary 
to the unanimous Sentiments of your Congregations ; and ſo, 
what you did, was not to be much regarded. 2 

You proceed to inform the World. That your Formula 

6 of Subſcription binds you - to Presbyterian Church-Govern- 
« ment and Diſcipline,” However, it ſeems, not to that of 
Scotland, or of France, or of Ireland, or of Geneva, nor any | 
other Siſter- Church! But the Acts of any of theſe you are ſtill 
4 at Liberty to adopt.” That is to ſay, you have not yet 
actually adopted them. Nor can I find, you point us unto 
any particular Form of your own, except the Judgment of the 
Preibytery. — Pray (Gentlemen) let us know, to what this 
Formula of yours binds Subſcribers.— Yeu ſay, to Presvy- 
6 ferian Church Government and Diſcipline.” But, by all I 
can find, either by this Phraſe you mean * the Judgment of 
the Precbytery,” i. e. your own Sentiments of what is Pre/- 
byterianiſm : which, I hive already ſhewed, is contrary to 
Scripture, and to Presbyterian Principles, requiring a Con/#j- 
tutian, and obliging all Judicatories to act confiitutionally ; 
is the very Soul of Tyranny, and changes the Government 
of the Church of Chriſt, from a free and legal, into an arbi- 
and deſpotick Government: Or, if this be not theCaſe, 

the Phraſe, ** Preſbyterian Church Government and Diſcipline”, 
has no Idea fixed to it; is only an empty Name; and inſtead 
of © a Presbytery duly conſtituted,” leaves you an irregular 
Company, left intirely ro your own private Choice and Ca- 
rice ;—in a Word, little or nothing different from an in 
digefted Chaos of diſſenting Parts. Once more, | 
You ſuppoſe it objected, but wave any direct Anſwer to 
the Objection, : That all this does not render you a Presby- Wi 
« ery duly conſtituted ; but that in Order to your being ſo, 


— 
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«© you muſt adopt ſome particular Body of urch · Canons 

« or Laus; that theſe are to be pleaded in 7udicatures, in 

« Trials, in the ſame Manner that the Acts of Parliament are 

« in civil Courts; &c. Pray (Gentlemen) can you be a 
Judicatory of Chri/?, without having adopted 5% Laws, and 
bound yourſelves to be ſubje& to them ?—Are not theſe a 
Body, and a compleat one too, of Church-Laws and Canons? 

— Does the Church of Scotland plead for any other ?—Are 

not the Judicatories of Chriſt, in all Triali, bound to attend 

as much to theſe, as the executive civil Courts are to the Acts 

of Parliament? And may not one in a Court of Chriſt lead 
his Laws, as well as in a civil Court plead the civil Laws? 
Theſe (Gentlemen) are plainly my Sentiments, and whenever 
you pleaſe, you may try and ſee whether theſe or the contrary 
Sentiments be mg/t agreable to Scripture, and Reaſon, and 
Presbyterian Principles. In the mean Time (Gentlemen) 
did you not perceive, your Reaſoning concludes not only 
againſt a Form of Di/cipline, but alſo againſt your adopting a 
Form of Doctrine? Yea, while you make no Exception, 

| againſt the very Scriptures themſelves: !—Let others ſay, with 
what Juſtice and Decency you can reflect upon others for the 
Want of /ettled Rules of dealing with Offenders : for my 

Part, I cannot find, you have any, however highly and harmo- 
niouſly with yourſelves you may applaud them. F © 
But not to enlarge upon a Matter ſo plain.— Finally, the 

Preſbyterian Scheme will not allow of an independent Preſby- 
tery, more than of an independent Congregation.— Tis well 
| known, the Church of Scotland have condemned the following 
Aſſertion, That a Church of Jeſus Chrift with its Presbytery 

= is /ubjed to no Juriſdiftion under Heaven, —Upon the whole, 
it follows, that according to the Account you give of your 
© Preſbytery, —not by me, but by thePrinciples of ſoundReaſon, 
te harmonious Judgment of Preſbyterians, and the infallible 

W Teſtimony of the facred Oracles, you are found to be an irre- 
= gular Juno, an indigeſted Chaos of diſſenting Parts, and 

not a Preſbytery duly conſtituted.  _ Again, 


=. 2 
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»  A'Preſbytery may be duly cbnſtituted, and yet not have a 
Right to exereſſe Authority over every one. The next Thing 
 thertfbte you thould have made appear, in order to juſtify your 
Prorcktiings aphinft me, was, that I am a Perſon within your 
Furiſdi®Hor,, one over whom you have lawful Authority, and 
agairift'whom you might proceed with your Cenſures.I hope 
Gentlemen) you don't imagine, becauſe you ſuppoſe. your 
felves” a Court of Chriſt'duly conſtituted, that'therefore your 
Power extends over all the profeſſed Members of his Church. 
I hope, you have not ſo much of the Pontiſt iu you, nor 
are ſo far intoxicated with the Notion of arbitrary Power, as 
that y o will dot grant, the Preſbytery of New-York; for In- 
fance; may be a Preſbytery duly conſtituted. But will it fol- 
low; that therefore they may ſuſpend os diſmiſs any of your 
Number, or proceed againſt them with the Cenſures of the 
hurch ? I am inclinable to think, were 90 ſubject to their 
Authority, much more if they could claim no juſt Power over 
you, ſhould 7h come into any of your Congregations, as you 
did into mine, and baptize the Children of thoſe who belonged 
to your Charge, — and while you in the moſt orderly Manner, 
by repreſenting to themſeltes the Irregularity of ſuch a Prac- 
tice, were ſecking Redreſsſhould in order to ſtop your Mouths, 
ſped you from che Exertiſe of your Miniſtry; and finally, at 
the Inſtance of thoſePerſons to whom they had in a'di/erderly' 
Way aulmimiſtred Ordinancks, ſhould di/ifs you from your 
paſtoral* Charges :—I ſay, in this Caſe, I ſuppoſe, you would 
aft chem, by what” Authority they did theſe Things, and who' 

gat Hen this Hathority Wt. 
T have alteady ſkewed: a Conſtitution or fundamental Laws, 
where they are all agreed, to be neceſſary to every well con- 
{itited Society; and even Nature will teach, that the power, 
tlic Authority, and Juriſdiction of the Society can extend 0 
fliftber than is expreſſed in theſe Lau. But according to 
dür Account of the Conſtitution of your Society, I can find 
u ſuch Laws. It will therefore follow, there can be no 
Submiſſion to them, no Tranſgreſſion of them,. no Power ta 
püniſn; in a Word, No Power, no Wer — 


Nas. P. 34.35. 


. Lei 
diction over any. See the above · quoted Authors, who write 
upon the Principles of Nature's Light concerning the Conſtitu- 
tion and Power of Societies. e ee, 
As to Prerbyterian Principles, particular thoſe of che 
Church of Scotland, which 1 hope you will allow to be Pref- 
byterian, tis plain, they require Sub/cription to their Stan- 
dards; nor do they claim Juniſdiction over any wh have not 
ſubſcribed and eogaged to ſubmit to their Conſtitution, —:|} | 
That the Church of Scattand has always eſteemed this neceſ- 
ſary, in order to bring a Miniſter or Elder regularly under her 
| _ Juriſdiction, - is ſo evident, from her avow'd Principles, and 
uniform Practice ſince the Reformation, that tis not needful I 
ſhould inſiſt upon this Point. — 9 I ſhall therefore only ſub- 
join what a large Number of honourable and reverend Gen- 
tlemen there have upon another Occaſion advanced to this 
. Purpoſe, Speaking concerning the Ratification of the fecand 
Boot of Diſcipline, they ſay, — After that in ide Aſſembly 
„1578, it was enacted, and the Aſſembly 1581 had appoint- 
edi it to be inſerted in the Regiter ; they further, in the 
„ Aſſembly 1590, appoint it to be /ub/cr/bed by every Mem- 
„ ber of this Church. Now, ſay they, if the Enactment and 
&« Regiſtration had been thought the -igheſt Ratification: of 
«© our Church, it is plain, the Subſcription would have been 
« idle and unneceſſary ; becauſe the higheſt Ratification is in- 
capable of any, Acccſhon from an inferior: $0 that tis 
plain, they judged, Sub/cription by the whole Church to be a 
* Ratification ſuperior to an Aſſembly-Enactment, and, on 
that Account, peculiar to our Standards ; which is not 
* needful in the Caſe, of any ordinary Law : and, as ſuch 
Subſeription is the higheſt, ſo being ance executed, it /uper- 
e ſedes the Neceſſity of all other Ratifications,” —— Nou 
(Gentlemen) if the honeſt Truth be not what is wanting, and 
cannot be numbred, ſurely this will be an eaſy Taſk, that 
lies upon you: Only produce your Standards, with y Sub- 
ſcription to them, and theſe will effectually determine the 
Point, how far your Power over me extends, and how far Tam 
= obliged to ſubmit to your juriſdiction, or regard yourCenſures. 
7 "7 , 1 A nd, 904 19. 9773 en 
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I cannot but obi:rve here, to what a Dilemma you ate 
bro't, and how hard your Argument labours, —Had you plead- 
ed your firſt Agreement, to act conformably to the Word of God, 
andConſtitutions of the Church of Scotland, it would have imme- 
diately appeared, you had never conſtituted yourſelves agreably 
to theſe Principles, and could not claim Authority even over 
. your own Members; and which is ſtill worſe, your Proceed- 
iags muſt have ſtood condemned by theſe Conſtitutions, — 
Again, had you pleaded in plain Words, that a Conflitution is 
not neceſſary to make a Society duly conſtituted, not only 
would your Sentiments have ſtood condemned by the harmo- 
nious Conſent of all ſound Presbyterians, but would have been 
repugnant to the very Laws of Nature, In this Difficulty, you 
plead /omething to ſupport your Juriſdiction, if not in Reality 
this laſt, yet very like it; I mean, that aConſtitution is not ne- 
ceſſary to make a Society duly conſtituted. — Vour Formula 
« of Subſcription(you ſay)contained in your Prefbytery-Book, 
1 binds you to Preſbyterian Church-Government and Diſci- 
« pline. Here, I muſt confeſs, for my Part, I ſhould have 
been intirely at a Loſs (being ignorant, that ever you had a 
Formula, or rather certain, that you had 'no Formula contain- 
ed in your Presbytery- Book) had I not found ſomething in the 
2 Sentence to unriddle this Myſtery; viz. You con- 
ſider yourſelves as the od Presbytery (to which you were for- 
merly joined) continued ; having, as you ſay, agreed to re- 
„ne yourPreſbyterial Meetings, which by a Series 6f Events 
« had been interrupted for ſeveral Years” : and look not on 
yourſelves as a ne Preſbytery, diſtinct from the fornier., — 
May I not here (Gentlemen) appeal to yourſelves, whether 
you have fairly narrated the Matter ?—You were but fte, of 
eight, belonging to that Preſbytery; and in the Nature of 
Things could not be har Judicatory continued. —And your 
firſt Vote, which is an unexceptionable Evidetice, will make it 
plain, that you have no Connection with what you were be- 
fore.“ But why ſhould I inſiſt, in anſwering what ſufficiently 
refutes itſelf? Did you not obſerve (Gentlemen) the A cebunt 
you give of the Conſtitution of your Preſbytery, is inconfiflent 
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with itſelf ?— I think, a f and /ccond conſtituting the /ame - 
Judicatory,or a renewing the Meetings of a former and confli- 
tuting a new Preſbytery, are 7 es. Nor was there 
any Need of the Advice and Concurrence of your Congregations, 
if von were the former Preſbytery cantinued. Whether your 
Deſign in this was, to make the World believe, that Mr, 
Mogrhead was free from the Suſpenſion, under which the for- 
ner Preſbytery had laid and continued him, and to vindicate 
Mr. M*<Gregore's Settlement, not approved by them; or 
whether becauſe you found you really wanted a Conſtitution 
(which, it ſeems, that Preſbytery had) and conſequently y 
Submiſkan to it, this was introduced to make Way for proving 
( when the proper Evidence, viz. my Subſcription, was want- 
| ing) by Oath, that I was under a verbal Promiſe to ſubſcribe; 
I ſay, whether this was your Delign, God and your own Con- 
ſciences beſt know. But, Gentlemen, what have you gained 
by betaking yourſelyes to this miſerable Refuge in your Diſ- 
treſs, even the Formula of the former Preſbytery? Which by 
your Account of it (as I have already ſhewed) is, at beſt, but 
meer Words without any Meaning, nor binds to any Thing as 
= yet in Being: And ſo this poor Shift leaves you ſtill to ſtrug- 
gle with the ſame Difficulties, we were involved in before. 
But if this will not do, you have another Arrow in your 
Quiyer, to make Way for which the former ſeems to have 
been introduced. To this Formula,” ſay you, © all the 
* Miniſters and Preachers belonging to the Preſbytery, cither 
«© have ſubſcribed, or are under a ſolemn verbal Engagement 
*« to ſubſcribe, which Engagement they ſtood ready at any 
Time to fulfl.”* —Upon this Head, Centlemen, I mult beg 
Leaye to aſk. you a few Queſtioas. Is jt not plain from 
your ſirſt / ote, that you agreed : ta conſtitute alas an , a. 
Preſbytery, to act agrecable to the Word of God and Con- 
I ſtitutions of the Church of Scotland? s it not like- 
wiſe evident from my firſt Repreſentation, that when I per- 
= ceived you aper/e to fulfilling your Agreement and compleat- 
ing your Conllitutian, I _— upon you in the moſt preſing, 
* anner 
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Manner to do it 1 Does it not appear from the 
Account you give of this Matter, that your Preſbytery have 
never conſtituted themſelves agreable to the above mention'd 
Conſtitutions, and will not acknowledge themſelves bound to 
act according to them? |—Is it not likewiſe clear from the 
Preſbytery's Sentence, ſuſpending me from the Exerciſe of my 
Miniſtry, that when I called upon them to fulfil their Agree. 
ment, they judged it an injurious Inſinuation againſt them, and 
me cenſurable for this Part of my Conduct? f Does it not 
hence plainly follow, that if I was under any Engagements, 
written or oral, 7 tod ready to fulfil them, according to 
Agreement; but not one of your Presbytery would perform 
what they had agreed unto ? 4 Hence, Gent/emen, how will 
you vindicate your Presbytery from having broze their Agree- 
ment? Or, juſtify y urſelves before the World in aſſerting, 
that © every Miniſter and Preacher belonging to your Preſby- 
* tery, ſtood ready at any Time to fulfil their Engagements?” 
Jou add, that I never queſtioned the Preſbytery '$Authority, | 
till “once the ſaid Authority was turned againſt me,” -— 
Pray, Gentlemen, (to give no other Inſtance at preſent) did I 
not tell you in my firlt Repreſentation, what I told you long 
before, that you had ne Authority to do ſuch and ſuch Things? 
And was not this to queſtion your Authority ?-—I cannot per- 
ſuade myſelf, Gentlemen, you expected that any Perſon, who 
was at Pains to read what was ſaid upon both Sides, would 
believe you in this Aſſertion.— I muſt. therefore upon the 
whole conclude, I am by no Means to be Jook'd on a Perſon 
within 'your Juriſdiction : nor have you, according to Prerby- - 
terian Principles, any lawful Authority to proceed againft me 
with your Cenſures, —Nay, Gentlemen, let me add upon this 
Head, that admitting your Authority had been good by your 
firſt Vote, yet by your Account of Matters your * Rb 
have 4% dai Authority, by departing from your f/ Conſti- 
tution. For, altho' (as you aſſert) they are at Liberty to 
adopt the Acts of the Church of France, Ireland, or any other 
' Siſter-Church, yet 'tis equally nue, that no Member of the 
Society 
* Firſt Repreſentation. | Nar. p. 34; 38. + Sen. 
Suſpenſiom, Þ Pretb, Min. Nar. p. 34 & 35. compared. 
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Society is chliged to ſubmit.— Pray, Gentlemen, if your Pres» 
bytery (which perhaps: ſome . may think not impoſhble) ſhould - 
ſee fit to adopt the arbitrary and tyrannical Laws of theChurch 


| of Rome, under the Name of a Siſter-Church, is every Mem- 


ber obliged to ſubmit'!—In ſhort, Gentlemen, to grant the 
ſmalleſt Matter of this Kind, without the expreſs Conſent of 
the diffuſive Church, is to ſet open the Flood-Gates of Ty- 
ranny, to overflow-the free Church of Chriſt, x 43 

„% Whar therefore, Gentlemen, (that I may addreſs my- 
ſelf to you in the Words of a modern Author) I have to 
„lay to your Charge upon theſe Meads, is no leſs than an 
*« Endeavour to change the Government of the Church, from 
&« a free and legal to an arbitrary and deſpotick one. And 
© in Order to this I muſt obſerve, that the Difference be- 
e tween a free and deſpotick Government, i. e. between a 
* Conſtitution that is worth contending er, and one that tis 
*« an Honour to contend againſt, conſiſts intirely in this, that 


= << the firſt is a /e Government, or a Government by Laws, 


© and the other is an arbitrary Government, where the meer 
« Will and Pleaſure of thoſe who have the Adminiſtration in 


W& << their Hands, prevails over the Laws. The Charaderiftick - 
Difference, that chiefly diſtinguiſhes the one from the other, 
is, where the Laws prevail, and the Adminiltrators of the 


«© Government or the executive Powers are /zmited by and 
&« ſubject to them, ſo that Individuals are protected and puniſh- 


ed according to them, This is a Conſtitution, that wiſe 


« Men have always looked upon as not too dearly bought at 
* almoſt any Coſt.” [And Gentlemen, is not this the 
very Conſtitution I am contending for, with you ?] On the 
other Hand, (N. B.) where there are 7s Laws,or where the. | 
* Laws do nt limit the executive Powers, where they are 

e intirely ſilent, and the. ſupreme Adminiſtrators of the Go- 
*« yerment ſet up their own Mill for Law, puniſhing and pro- 
*« teCting too in direct Oppoſition to the landing Laws, this 
is Tyranny ; this is that Conſtitution of Governmeat, which 
the wiſeſt and braveſt and beſt Men have always ſcorned to 
e ſubmit to.” [ And, Gentlemen, are not theſe the very T hing. 
I am contending againſt, in my Diſputes wwith you ?]-—Adds 


| 221 
The ſame. Author, Wet. Liberty, the nobleſt Gift God be 
2 ſto ws upon Society, the Church of Scotland did once en- 

4 joy. We had a /egal:Conflitution, we had Laws, we had 
da Form of Proceſs, whereby we fondly-imagined we had 
1 Security; againſt being depoſed, without a Libel. ſirſt given, 
«, and ten free-Days to anſwer to it. :—Nay, Security againſt 


. any Cenſure, without committing a Crime, that had been 


4 el cenſurable, by the Word of God or ſome Act or 
1. uni verſal Cuſtom of this Church agreable thereto.” *—Bur 
methinks, Gentlemen, I fee you already begin to 6% h, to. 
hear your Conduct ſo expaſed;by one who is an intire Stranger 
to you: And therefore I ſhall forbear tranſcribing more from 
him upon dis Head, left I ſhould ſeem to deal too > cruelly 
with you. Let me therefore proceed 

Suppoſing a Judicatory to be duly conſtituted ando one found 
to be within their Juriſdiction, yet their Judgment againſt ſaid 
Perſon is ſometimes not to be regarded, becauſe they do not 
act conſtitutionally, or proceed not according toLaw,—Where- 


fore it was your Part, as I had — the Formality or 


Regularity of your Proceedings, to make it appear, that you 
had inviolably kept by that Canſlitutiom we had agreed to 
ſubmit to.— If your own Judgment be the Rule of your Pro- 
ceedings, as is intimated in the Sentence diſmiſſing me from. 
my paſtoral Charge, then you have an eaſy Taſk of it; only to 
afſert, that you have followed the Dictates of your own Judg- 

ment. Altho' for my own Part, if you ſhould affirm fo, 1 
mult declare I have not ſo mean an Opinion of the judgment 
of ſome of you, as very eaſily to believe you in this Aﬀertion. 

Hut I am ready to conclude, upon a little Reflection you 


Will find, the Presbytery betrayed themſelves, and ſpoke a little 
| too plain in that Matter.— In all free and well conſtituted 


Societies, amongſt which the Church of Chriſt is the freeſt 
— belt conſtituted, as thoſe whoſe Part tis to obey, are care - 
to attend to the Law, and meaſure their Obedience by 
* thoſe who bear Rule, are as much bound to walk by 
the Low, as thoſe who obey.—According to Prerbyterian 
Principles, 


* Nature of Becks. — of Church of Scotland, 


Pag. 118, —120. 
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principles, No nw Law can be made, binding upon any, even 
dy the General Aſſembly, without the expreſs Con/ent of the 


* WW giffiive Church, No Cenſure can be inflicted upon any, un- 
* leſs in their Diſcipline the Crime has been declared cenſurable 
xd by the Word of God. If this be not attended unto, no Perſon 
1d is under Obligations to regard theſe Acts of their Rules: Law 
D, areNullities in themſelves.* But I had almoſt forgot, that fo 
lt far as I can learn, you have no particular Form of ChurchGovern- 
M ment, and conſequently cannot juſtly be charged with Infor- 
or. =. mality in your Proceedings : for where there is no Law there 
at can be no Tranſgreſſion, to prevent which you have taken 2 
0. provident Care,  ' © | 4 
er Here, Gentlemen, 1 muſt be allowed to tranſcribe a few 
* Sentences, out of many very mach to the Purpoſe in Hand, 
ly from a late accurate Writer in Scat land. Speaking concert» 
ing the Power of A/emblics, he ſays,. If at any Time 
ad an Aſſembly ſhould, under any Pretence whatſoever, aſſute 
ad * a Power of making new Laws, annulling old ones, or iſſuing 
ot * Orders inconſiſtent with Law, it is plain, thoſe who refuſe 
C- | <* to co-operate with ſuch Meaſures, and not thoſe who abort | 
or « and impoſe them, would be the Friends of the Conflitution ; 
ou « and the Reaſon is '6bvious. The Laws of every Society 
to gare the Security of the Subject, by which he is at once 
o- bound to direct his Conduct, and has a Right on all Ocea 
m « ſions to appeal for Redreſo, if he thinks he is injured by 
to © unwatrantable Uſurpations, or falſe Accuſations. Elſe what 
* « js the Ufe of à Conſtitution and Laws ? Where is the Dif- 
1 i ference betwixt Liberty and Slavery ? For if thoſe who 
Dt * have only Power of exccuting Laws, ſhall likewiſe aſſume 


„% Power of making Laws, or explaining them, how, and 


fame Thing, or in their Procedure paſs them by alto- 

| «© gether wnregarded, the Executive and Legiſlative Power 
«« -become lodged in the ſame Hands; which is the moſt per- 
0 fect Idea of deſpotick Government we can poſſibly form. 
1% It is the very Eſence and Security of a free Conſlitutian, 
« ſay the Diſſenters from the laſt Aſſembly, that then, not 
WT | | « Men, 


A. Al. 1638, 1639. "1697, 175. 


« into what Senſe they pleaſe, which is juſt one and the 
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* Men, not ſudges, but Laws, bear rule. When Lanur are 
1 fſuſpended, diſpenſcd wich, or ſet aſide, by the Deciſſans of 
e any executive Coon, that Security, ceaſes, and Defpotifm 
. **  6-prevails.” f. 
4 t Here you raiſe a pe Pro Noiſe in nie 3 zafiling upon 
A goers as you call them. Does not. (ſay you) a ftre- 
44 nuous inſiſting on a Non-ſuir, on Account of a Defect in 
4. the: ſmalleſt Punctilio of Order (which does by no Means 
| affect the Pei ſon's Cauſe) ſayour of a wrangling and litigi- 
. sous Diſpoſition 2? rn pray, Centlemen, do you here 
1 | fairly narrate the Matter? Von grant, the Things I com- 
lain for Want of in your Proceedings, are wiſe and equitable 
nſtiturioos. Is not this in Effect to confeſs, you did me 
- Injuſtice ? Why then did you plead for Wickedacls, while 
1 .  - you reply, in the Caſe of my Sfp penſion, The moral Reaſon of 
1 - theſe Inſtitutions ceaſed 2-= Why ? 2 „might, and no Doubt 
| TOM did, ſee hat were the Things and ſo really was at 10 
Lei, in making my Defence, for want of a Copy.” — May 
not even a Child diſcoyer the Weakneſs of your Reaſoniog 
\ here I If one has committed a Crime, he: doubtleſs may 
know it; and conſequently be at zo Laſt to prepare his De- 
*»fexces : and therefore, according to your Doctrine, there can 
never be any Neceſhity of an Accuſer, Inditement, or Evidence. 
Not only in my Caſe; but in every other, the moral Reaſon 
_ + will ceaſe: Tis only, —Call the Perſon to the Bar, and make 
him - accuſe and bear Witneſs againſt himſelf /— Were you 
dot ſeyſible, Gentlemen, your Argument proved by far 700 
4 much, even the Popiſh Inquiſition, and conſequently Nething 
EY the But are the Things 1 complain of, as wanting in your Pro- 
1 ccedings, meer Formalities, or Punctilis r, which don't affect 
the Cauſe ? Is it, for Inſtance, to ſtand upon a Formality, for 
a Man to inſiſt to {&7ow what his Crime is, before he be ob- 
Aiged to anſwer to it? And is it not plain from your on 
Account, I was called to your Bar, and, ſeverely cenſured, 
without having one Particular, i in which I had offended, made 
Anown unto me £*__[$s:1t to inſiſt upon a Punclilio, for one 2 
E 5 uc 
+ — into the Ray * p. 5. Diſent. AF. 1757 y 
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refuſe to anſwer, until the Judicatory find the Accuſation re- 
levant ; or, that the Things charged are Crimes ? If this be 
a Punctilio, tis ſuch an one as the Want hereof made it (in 
theOpinion of ſome) a bloody and Doeg-like Sin in yon, to fit as 


Judges, and they to bear Witneſs in the Cafe !*—T muſty 


therefore conclude, your Sentences are Nullities, becauſe you 


have not proceeded in that Form, which Nature's Light will 
dictate, even to thoſe who are not favoured with the brighter 


Light of divine Revelation. 

But a Judicatory may be duly conſtituted, —be dealing with 
one within their juriſdiction. and be formal in their Proceed- 
ings ; yet, after all, their Sentence may be a VNullity, becauſe 
it ſtands not upon Crimes, declared ſufficient in Law, to war- 
rant ſaid Sentence. Wherefore it moreover belonged to you, 
Gentlemen, to make it appear, that the Graund upon which 
yourPreſbytery proceeded, are ſi Hcient duly to warrant their 


Proceediugs againſt me. N. B. This is a material Point, Here 


it. will not do, to plead Formalities, or the Ceaſing of moral 
Reaſons But perhaps, even upon this important Subject, we 
may find ſomething more trifing than either of them. Na- 
ture's Light has taught all well-conſtituted Societies to pro- 
portion Puniſhments, according to the Nature, the Circum- 
ſtances, and Aggravations of Crimes. —The reformed Church- 


es, as their ſeveral Forms of Diſcipline teſtify, have all been, 


exceeding careful, that their ecclefiaſtick Rulers ſhould not uſe 
the ſpiritual Sword at their Pleaſure, nor even according to 
their own Notiens of the Scripture : but have in their ſeveral 
Forms of Diſcipline, from the Word of Ged, declared what 
Sins ſhall have ſuch and ſuch Cenfures inflicted upon theOffen- 
ders ; and provided, that nothing ſhall be received by any 
Judicatory as a Ground for Proceſs, far leſs . proceeded upon 
as a Ground of rr ce by any Judicatory, but what is in their 
ſtanding Rules declared to be cenſurable by theWord of Go. 


But after what I have ſaid upon the former Heads, it will not 
be neceſſary to multiply Words upon this Subject. To prove 


that a Sentence not founded upon ſufficient Grounds, is null, 
D 3s and 
* Stuart's Col. | | 
Ferm Proceſs Chap. 1. Ser. 4. Act. Af. 1638. 
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and not to be regarded, would be to light up a Candle, 
that by the Help of it one might diſcover the Sun, ſhining 
at Noon-day.—I ſhall only therefore add, what your profeſſed 
Principles ſay upon this Head.“ So far then, as the Council 
e proveth the Determinations and Commandments that it 
« giveth, by the plain Word of God, ſo far do we reverence 
© and embrace the ſame. But if Men, under the Name of 
& a Council, pretend to forge unto us new Articles of our 
© Faith, or to make Conſtitutions repugning to the Word of 
& God, then utterly we mult refuſe the ſame, as the Doctrine 
« of Devils, which draweth our Souls from the Voice of our 
« only God, to follow the Doctrines and Conſtitutions of 
«© Men. —All Synods orCouncils, ſince the Apoſtles Time, 
% whether general or particular, may err, and many have 
«© erred : therefore they are not to be made the Rule of 
« Faith or Practice.“ 

I ſhall now, Gentlemen, examine the Grounds, upon which 
you build yeur Sentexces againſt me, —And here I muſt ob- 
ſerve, that as in your Sentences you fix upon no Particulars, 
ſo you are equally careful in your Narrative not to give at- 


teſted Copies of the Original Papers. Hence I cannot ſee 
how I am concerned in theſe Matters further than they are 


expreſſed in the Preſbytery's Sentences againſt me. But leſt 
you ſhould complain that I evade the Arguments, and can- 
not anſwer them, therefore when I have examined the 
Grounds of the Preſbytery's Sentences, I ſhall conſider thoſe 
advanced by you. To proceed then | 

I begin with the Sentence of Suſpenſion. —T have already 
made it evident, that altho' the Preſbytery make a Noiſe of 
Words, about In/inuations, Reflections and direct Aſertions, 
yet they neither directly affirm the Reflections to be wel/ or 
i grounded, nor the Aſſertions to be true or falſe.f— This 


Sentence ſtands entirely upon theſe two Grounds —That I 


infinuated Things againſt the Preſbytery, evidently falſe and 
groundleſs,for which they agreed to admoni/ſh and rebuke me: 


And then, becauſe I did not ſubmit to ſaid Admonition and 


Rebuke, they /u/p:nded me from the Exerciſe of my miniſte- 
* fl 
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rial Office. It muſt be aliowed, if the Grounds upon which 


the Admonition and Rebuke proceeded, were not ſufficient, it 


was no Crime in me to refuſe Submiſhon to it. Tis not 
therefore neceſſary I ſhould ſay any Thing upon the laſtHead; 
which muſt, ſtand or fall with the firſt. —It remains then, that 
your Sentence of Suſpenſion leans intirely upon this ſingle 
Ground, that I have inſinuated ſome Things, evidently falſe, 
againſt the Presbytery.. pr 
Amongſt other Things already ſaid, and as yet unanſwered, 
concerning this Sentence d, I muſt repeat, —that if I miſtake 
not, tis an univerſal Rule in all Courts, civil or ſpiritual, Thoſe 
who fit to judge, are to proceed, in giving Sentence, according 
to what is a//edged and proved. The Preſbytery do not pre- 
tend, that this was the Caſe, in the Affair of my Suſpenſion. 
According to them, I only in/inuated the Things; and if it 
were granted that I did b, 'tis plain, I did it not in a defa- 
matory Way, but in the moſt proper and innocent Way, by 
repreſenting the Matter to themſelves. —Let me aſk you,Gen- 
tlemen, as the Matter by their own Account was doubtful, 
whether Charity (had they been acquainted with that lovely 
Stranger) would not have taught them to put the moſt /avour- 
able Conſtrucion upon my Words they could rationally bear? 


— But not to inſiſt on this; tis a ſufficient Anſwer to all you 


have faid upon this Head, to tell you, Nature's Light, the 
Word of God, and Preſbyterian Rules, expreſly provide, that 
in a doubtſul Caſe the accuſcd Perſon ſhall be abſolved or ac- 
quitted.* Pe Pets g 

Let me add, according to the Account of this Matter given 
by one of your own Number, and I verily believe he ſpeaks 
the Truth in that Point, The real Grounds upon which the 
Preſbytery ſuſpended me, are not to be learned from their 
Sentence. For ſays he, — It mult be very implicit, and ar- 
« gue a great Degree of Weakneſs in you [ meaning the Peo- 
* ple of Pelham] to believe the Cenſure he is under, to be 
* unjuſt, meerly becauſe he tells yen tis ſo [N. B.] till 
e once you knew theGrounds on which the Preibytery procced- 
ed.“ Now thoſe very Perſons had, or, if they were not 
D 2 3 
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of many of theſe Things) you keep ſtill in the general; 


_ _ 


1 
very implicit, and weak to a great Degree, ſnould have had it 
in their Hand ; and if it contained the Real Grounds of your 
Proceedings, they then certainly could know them.—-If there- 
fore thePreſbytery have not fuſpended me in an arbitrary Man- 
ner, without any Crime, or without letting me or the World 
know what it is, the Thing which you (Gentlemen) have to 
make plain, is, — ** That a Judicatory may lawfully proceed 
to inflict the Cenſures of theChurch upon one againſt whom 
* nothing is alledged or proved, in Word or Action; but only 
« ſuppoſed. For, from the Nature of the Thing, plain it 
* cannot appear, that he has in/inuated ſomething, falſe and 
«« groundleſs, of ſome Perſons ; not unto others in a defama- 
* tory Way, but unto the Perſons themſelves ; while,accord- 
e ing to our Saviour's Direction, be was repreſenting ſome 
&« Parts of their Conduct unto them, which to him appeared 
* not ſo perfectly harmonious with Scripture-Rules,” — fi, 
(Gentlemen) is a turning Point: And I am apt to think, you 
will find this a more diſicult Matter to make plain, than I 
conclude you .imagin'd it to be, before you unhappily engaged 
in this Controverſy, | 

I muſt likewiſe obſerve, when you (Gentlemen) come to 
aſſign the Grounds of my Suſpenſion, even you ſeem as much 
at a Loſs, and leave the Matter as much in the dark, as the 
Prerbytery. For, altho' you make a mighty Noiſe, and mul- 
tiply Words, concerning my Repreſentations, and what you 
ſay I had aferted in them, which may poſhbly impoſe upon 
ſome of your more ſimple and unwary Readers, who obſerve 
not that the Presbytery don't pretend to have found I aferted 
any Thing falſe or injurious againſt them, or to ground theirSen- 
tence upon any Thing of this Nature; and conſequently, that 
all the Noiſe you make, is nothing to the Purpoſe ; the Pue/+ 
tion being, not what I had aferted, but what I had in/inuated; 
I ſay, when you (Gentlemen) come to aſſign theſeGrounds, 
being (as 1 ſuppoſe) conſcious, that all you had ſaid was be- 
ſide the Queſtion (for which Reaſon, I have taken no Notice 


and only ſay, ** The Sentence was founded upon my injuri- 


% ous Treatment of my Brethren, ſeconded by myContumacy, 
| a « jn 
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« in rejecting lawful Authority.” —But why ſhould I enlarge 
upon this Subject? Do not the Precbytery themſelves, by no 
remote Conſequenee, grant, that theSentence of Suſpenſion ſtands 
upon inſufficient Grounds ? — They found, my firſt Repreſen- 
tation contained in it Things which did © appear Matters of 


« high %harge againſt the Preſbytery :”—* Bur when they 


came to examine the - Caſe, they made me repeated Of- 
« fers and Requeſts to withdraw my Repreſentations,” Now, 
Gentlemen, we mult either ſuppoſe, the Preſbytery in this 
Matter were /aith{e/5.co the Truſt repoſed in them; or, which 
is more charitable, muſt ſuppoſe that when they came to exa- 
mine theſe Apparitions, the Phantoms vaniſhed, and it did not 
appear I had committed any Crime, worthy of Cenſure— This 
certainly is more agreeable, than to ſuppoſe they were willing 
to retain ſo wicked a Perſon, as you repreſent me, in their 
Society, without: inſiſting on my acknewledging my Crime; of 


:Shich, tis obſcrvable, they ſay nothing. F— What I intend 


0 * 
» 


(Gentlemen) by ail this, is, That according to the genuine 
Laws of Rcaſon, according to theLaws of all free and well- 
regulated Societies, according to the Laws of God. accord- 
ing to the Laws of Preſbytery, agreeing with and founded up- 


on them, — and finally, according to the molt favourable Con- 


ſtruction that can be put upon the Preſbytery's Conduct in 
this Matter, their Sentence, ſaſpending me from the Exerciſe 
of my miniſterial Office, ſtands not upon Grounds ſufficient to 
warrant the ſame ; therefore is a meer Nallity,never had nor 
ever can have any Force, and ſo is not at all to be regarded. 
Allow me, Gentlemen, to quote a few Sentences more 
from the above-mentioned Enquirer into the Powers of 
Aſſemblies, ** The Fact is, the Church of Chriſt have 10 
* ſuch Powers of denouncing the Cenſures of his Govern- 
e ment,when and bow they pleaſe ; but are equally bound up 


“with the moſt private Chriſtian, except with Regard to thoſe 


* who by his expreſs Laws and Authority are marked out, 
* as the proper Subjects of them, and who in their reſpectiue 
« Stations fall ſhort of that Duty and Obedience his Laws 
* require. ——Indced, if we could ſuppoſe. any Church on 

« Earth 


* Presb. Records, + Presb, Sentence. 
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* Earth veſted with Powers of depoſing at Pleaſure, for 
* any Cauſe hey ſhould ſee fit to aſſign ; ſo that ſuch Depoſi- 
* tions ſhould lay any Obligation on the Conſciences of the 
© depoſed to filent Submiſſion, and render it unlawful for 
*« them to preach the Goſpel, or diſcharge any Part of their 
* miniſterial Functions; I do not ſee any Security that is 
*« left, when once the Majority are corrupt, and deſigning 
% enough to impoſe Silence on the Minority :—-A true 
« Church depoſing, or a falſe Church depoſing, makes no 
«© Difference, if the Foundation on which both proceed, be 
© abrong. A paſſive Submiſſion to ſuch injurious Depo- 
« ſſtiont, either by the Perſon depoſed, or the People deprived 
© of his Miniſtry, would be a criminal Co-operating with, 
< and implicit Acknowledgment of the 7u/tice of the Sen- 
« tence ?” The ſame Author had ſaid, — ** If the Charge 
& be falſe, and not founded on the Word of God, theChurch 
« have acted /rm/ully, and the Man remains in the /&/ 
« Poſſeſſion of his miniſterial Powers, and may be lawfully 
„% owned and received as a Minifter of Chriſt.” —| 

I muſt not diſmiſs this Head (Getlemen) until 1 have read 
you a Sentence, the Harmony between which and yours, 
makes me think it the Original, from which you copied. 

'Tis to be found in the divine Oracles, and by adding a Pre- 
amble from the Records of the {ame judicatory, and expreſſing 
it in the Words of an approved Commentator, it runs thus. — 
«© Whereas we judge it our Duty to beſtir ourſelves, and nat 
1% tamely yield up the Ground we have got in the Affections 
% of the People, ſce our Authority brought into Contempt, 
„ and the Craft by which we have our living, ruined ; altho' 
t ye cannot prove, Peter and John have ſaid or done any 
% Thing amiſs, yea, to ſpeak the Truth, we are 
"«© aſhamed to on the true Reaſon of our Proceedings 
„(Aut pro ratione Voluntas) yet we think it neceſſary to /i- 
« [ence them for the future. Be it therefore enacted by our 
« Authority, which we think every Iſraelite is bound inCon- 
-« ſcience to ſubmit to, that they muſt no more ſay or do what 


% they have done, but be {ent far the future, and neither 


« ſpeak 
| Inquiry, p. 136 17. 


1 
« ſpeak nor teach at all in the Name of Jeſus. And as they 
« have already diſobeyed the Commands of Authority, and 
e have not ſubmitted to our Injunctions, but go on to preach, 
« not only without ourLicenſe, but againſt our expreſs Or- 
« der, we ſtraitly threaten, charge, and command the ſaid 
« Peter and John, upon Pain of our higheſt Diſpleaſure, that 
« at their Peril they teach no more in this Name : ThisCourr 
vill reckon themſelves highly affronted, if they do, and 
« they ſhall fall under its Diſpleaſure for ſuch a heinous 
«© Crime.” * Ouæritur, If your Proceedings againſt me be 
not the very fame in Subſtance with theſe, how ſhall we diftin- 
guiſh them from the Proceedings of the Jewiſh Sanhedrim a- 
gainſt the Apoſtles ?— But I go on 

To conſider the Grounds upon which you found your Sen- 
tence, diſmiſſing me from my paftoral Charge. Concerning 
this you ate pleaſed to ſay— *<* The Copy he gives is wrong 
„pell d in ſeveral Words; whither that which he received 
« was ſo or not, we cannot ſay; we know the Preſbytery 
« Clerk is a good Orthographer.” T- How good an Ortho- 
grapher your Scribe is, and what Man of ſuperior Senſe he 
was who dictated the ſaid Sentence, I have noOccaſion to ſay: 
The Gopy brought to me, of which 1 have not preſumed to 
alter one Letter or Point, will ſpeak for it ſelf. — But what (to 
uſe your own Phraſe) would you #nf/inuate by this ?— That 
I have not given the World a true Copy of your Record ? 
Nothing can be more injurious. —Had your Scribe left the c- 
recting of thatSentence to my Care, as was done in all your other 
Records, ſurely I ſhould either have done it, or found another 
to do it for me, before I ſent it abroad in the World; which 
I think is a Debt every Gentleman owes to another, who 
truſts him in ſuch Matters. Hence, 1 cannot but obſerve, 
what a mean Part you act, not becoming the Candour of 
Gentlemen and Scholars, when you tell the World.“ This 
** was not very politick in me,” ¶ viz. to publiſh your Sentence 
as I received it] ** conſidering that my Manuſcript in the 
* Hands of the Preſbytery, gave them ſo large an Op 
** nity to recriminate, were they ſo diſpoſed.” T But _ 

«c g 
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ſing theſe Things, the Sentence, if I underſtand it, as the for- 
mer, is ſupported by tws Reaſons ; namely, —The Preſbytery 
found many Things proved againſt me; and they likewiſe 
found, my Uſefulneſs in that Place, as a Miniſter, was at an 
nd. f 
As to the fr/? Ground of your Sentence, I muſt obſerve, the 
Preſbytery and you ſeem both to be at a L, what to make of 


thoſe Things, which you ſay were proved againſt me. Whether 


they were Crimes, or virtucus Actions, you either cannot, or 
are ſo ſullen you will not, inform the World. How the. 
could you make them a Groun? to build your Sentence upon? 
May I not appeal to the World, if in this very Thing you 
have not given an honourable Teſtimony to my Innocency; 
lince it appears, that when my greateſt adverſaries had ſearched 
out my Iniquity, and laid the Yorft they could find againſt me, 
before Judges ſufficiently diſpoſed to condemn me, yet even theſe 
would not take it upon them to declare, that what was alledg- 
ed, and in their Manner proved, was /i»/u/ But to 270 
ceed in the Argument, Let me tell you (Gentlemen) the Rules 
of Presbytery (and you ſay, you are bound to walk by them) 
do effetually cut down this Pillar, upon which your Sentence 
in Part reſts.— By theſe tis not only provided, that in a 
doubtful Caſe, as this was to you, whether theſe Things were 


Crimes, or not, the Perſon ſhall be acquitted : But even © If 


0 the Matter laid to the Miniſter's Charge, be ſuch Practices 
«. as in their on Nature manifeſtly ſubvert that Order, 
«© Unity and Peace, whichChriſt has eſtabliſhed in the Church” 
[much more, if they be Things leſs criminal] © Lenitives, Ad- 
% monitions, Inſtructions, and frequent Conferences are to 
<« be tried, without cutting off.. What, Gentlemen ! Are 
the clerical Doctors of the preſent Age ſo little ſkilled in 
ſpiritual Phyſick, that if they be ſent for to a Body eccleſiaſ- 
tick, labouring with the Head-4ch (the Cauſe whereof is 
frequently in ſome other Part of the Body) like thoſe unſkil- 
ful Quacis, of whom Auguſtine informs us, they know no 
other Remedy but immediately to cut of the Head Here 
therefore I might ſtop ; ſeeing you yourſelves ſeem to ſ | - 
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ple, if not intirely give up this Point, and fave me the Labour 
of conſidering it any further. But ſince you mention ſeveral 
Things as proved againſt me, of which you ſay, —** ThePreſby- 
0 tery did and ftill do look upon them, as Matters of ſome 
« Weight,” f —I ſhall impartially weigh them in a juſt Ba- 
lance, leſt you ſhould complain, that altho” I called,for Par- 
ticulars, yet when they were produced I ſhifted the Anſwer.— 
In the mean Time, as they are not contained in the Presby- 
tery's Sentence, nor any atteſted Paper belonging to them, 1 
muſt declare I look upon myſelf as not concerned in them. 
The Mention of theſe Things you introduce, by inform- 
ing the World, that you did it with ſome Rel/udancy.t 
Which however, I don't think, the World will judge flowed 
from any Regard to me, or a Diſpoſition to cover my Fail- 
ings, when 'tis in your Power to expoſe them, but rather from 
a Fear of expoſing yourſelves.Nevertheleſs, let me examine 
the Things particularly. — * It was proven (ay you) chat 1 
« had been defective in the Duty of Miniſterial Viſitation, 
“ both as to the Unfrequency and Manner of performing it.“ 
I ſuppoſe, Gentlemen, you intended to have ſaid Frequen-' 
cy. However, let me obſerve, the Charge is general, and 
when you pleaſe to mention thoſe Defects in particular, 1 
hope I ſhall be able to ſatisfy the World concerning them.— 
In the mean Time, let me aſk you, Gentlemen, —Are you 
_ conſcious of no Defects attending your/elves in the Performance 
of your miniſterial Duty? If you ſay, you are not conſcious 
of any ſuch Defects, I am perſuaded, no thinking Perſon will 
believe you; or they'II look upon you as great Strangers to 
yourſelves, and ignorant of your Duty, or of the right Manner 
of performing it, —If you ſay, you are conſcious of Defects 

ia the Performance of your miniſterial Duty, let me again 

aſk you, Gentlemen, if you look upon this as a good Reaſon: 
for diſmiſſing ne, Why do you not demit your own paſtoral 
Charges? —How will you clear your Preſbytery from Par- 
tiality, in diſmiſſing me, upon this Ground, and not you ?— - 
With what Confidence can you ſtone me, while guilty of the 
ſame Crimes yourſelyes ? —And finally, how will you * 
eile 

i Nar. p. 40. || Nar. p. ibid. 
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cile your Proceedings againſt me with that apo/fo/ical Direc- 
tion? “ Brethren, if a Man be overtaken in a Fault, ye who 
« are ſpiritual, reſtore ſuch an one in the Spirit of Meekneſs ; 
«* conſidering thy ſelf, left thou alſo be tempted.”*—1n 
hort, Gentlemen, if this has any Thing in it, it will equally 
prove, that you, and every other Miniſter, as well as I, thould 
be diſmiſſed from their paſtoral Charges. Moo is ſufficient 
fer theſe Things *——But pray, Gentlemen, how comes a 
Deſect in me to be criminal, and the total Negl/ed? of the 
Duty not ſo in you, who have adminiſtred Ordinances to 
them theſe Years'paſt ?—If you would confeſs the honeſt 
Truth, Gentlemen, does not this prove, beyond Diſpute, that 
the above Article is only a meer e both in you, and 
the People, to whom it ſeems a Defect in me was highly en- 
re, but the total Neglect of the Duty in you not diſagre- 
able? n 
« It was proven (ſay you) that I had for a long Time 

“ practically excommunicated the whole Congregation, by 
« depriving them of both Sacraments, and this in an arbi- 
% trary Manner, without any Vote or Concurrence of my 
« Elders.” — This, Gentlemen, ſeems a very conſiderable 
Matter of Charge ; and if you verily believed it true, what 
Difficulty was there in calling it a Crime; unleſs (which I 
very much ſuſpect) when the Matter came to be narrowly in- 
ſpected into, you were afraid of convicting yourſelves ?—But 
let me aſk you, Gentlemen, Was it proved, that I refuſed to 
adminiſter either of the Sacraments (excepting Baptiſm to 
one Perſon, and this only till his Caſe had another Hearing ; 
ſomething new having occur'd) when and to whom the Eder, 
voted them to be adminiſtred ?—If this was not proved, 
twas impoſſible in the very Nature of Things, that what you 
(Gentlemen) and your Witneſſes aſſert, could be true. —Yea, 
if even this likewiſe had been proved, it would not have 
helped the Caſe, till you and they declare yourſelves no Pre/- 
 byterians.—Do you not know (Gentlemen) that agreable to 
theſe Principles, any Miniſter may, without acting arbitrarily, 
refuſe to ſubmit to or execute the Sentence of an * 
un 
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until he have the Judgment of the ſuperior Judicatory ?— 
All then that by your Account was proved againſt me, was, 
that I did not do what was not my Buſineſs to do. My Bu- 
ſineſs, as a Miniſter, is to adminiſter the Seals of the Covenant: 
but to ſay, when and to whom they ſhall be diſpenſed, is the 
Buſineſs of the E/der/hip, of which Number the Miniſter is 
only one, and ſuch an one too, as according to the Rules of 
Presbytery is ſo far from having a Negative over them, that 
being ordinarily Moderator, he has no Vote, except there be a 
Tie. Theſe Things, Gentlemen, you either were not, or at 
leaſt ſhould not have been, ignorant of: and I ſubmit the Caſe 
to the Judgment of the impartial, whether theſe Witneſſes, 
who declared what was ſimply impeſhible in the very Nature 
of Things, or you who received their Evidence, and proceed- 
ed to give Jedgment upon it, were molt to be blamed, and 
what Treatment both juſtly deſerve. —Bat altho* I may ſeem 
to have laboured this Point ſufficiently already, I muſt add, — 
That as *twas impoſſible, what is here ſaid to have been 
proved, could be true, while there was a ſuperior Judicatory, 
to which they might apply; ſo neither were the E/der/hip 
to blame in. this Matter : for, while I declined to adminiſter 
ſealing Ordinances, until according to the laudable Practice of 
the Church of Scotland they purged the Congregation, and 
gave me their particular Orders concerning every one whom 
I did admit, it appears from a Petition to the Prerbytery now 
before me, ſubſcribed by all their Hands, they toek the pro- 
per Method for Advice. But receiving none, they and I ſer 
a- part ſeveral Days for Prayer, kept a Day of Faſting with the 
Congregation, and having frequently conferred upon the Sub- 
je, we at laſt unanimouſly concluded to proceed in adminiſter- 
ing fealing Ordinances, to ſuch as we found worthy ; and 
were going on, when you (Gentlemen) made a ſecond Breach 
upon us, by my Suſpenſion. So that if this has any Weight 
id it, it muſt turn upon yourſelves, and prove that xzou ought | 
to be diſmiſſed from having any paſtoral Charge of Pelham, 
who by adminiſtring Ordinances to ſome in an irregular Way, 
calt us into Confuſion z with-held your Advice in our Diffi- 
eiltes, which, if you as a Presbytery have any Power over 
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the Congregation, you were bound to give; and when we 
were recovering out of our Difficulties, caſt us back into 
Confuſions, worſe than before. —Wherefore, if you mean the 
Time before-my Suſpenſion, we were in a Courſe of Diligence, 
and not to be blamed. If you mean the Time after my 
Suſpenſion, when you had forbid them to attend on my Mi- 
niſtry; I believe, the World will think, your Conduct, in 
admitting this Charge, deſerves a Name I chooſe not to ex- 
yrels. — Whether here, or after that Time, by the Rules 
of Presbytery the Charge cannot be juſtly brought, either 
againſt ue, or the Elders; but by ſaid Rules, if you have 
amy juriſdiction, as you aſſert, over this Congregation, may 
very juſtly be bro't againſt the Presbytery themſelves. 

But, as theſe Things . mult appear plain to every rational 
. Perfon, I paſs to, nor necd I conſume much Time upon, the 
following Articles, ſceing every unprejudiced Perſon will (Gen- 
tlemen) even from your Account of them,find Reaſon to acquit 
me. For Inftance, upon the next Article, they vill eaſily 
perceive, that I had been converſing upon the Subject of a 
publick and private Charity, and that never any blamed Chry- 
ſaſtam, when (all Circumſtances conſidered) he expreſſed him- 
ſelf leſs charitably concerning the People of Antioch, than ever 
did concerning thoſe of Pe/ham.—Pray, Gentlemen, ſpeak 
out, Was what I ſaid a Crime The next Inſtance you 


produce, is yet more plain, Was I obliged to provide a 
Seſſion-Book ? This ſurely was the Buſineſs of the Seſhon, — = 


Did Hey provide one, for me to infert their Minutes in? How 


then was it poſſible I could do this, and put them in theClerk's 


Hands ?—Muſt I be reſponſible for the Faults of others ?— 
But the worſt of it is; Who, but my Self, did or poſhbly could 
knew, whether I had done it, or not? — As to the next Article, 
I profeſs my Self intirely ignorant of it, and know not ſo much 
as what you point at: Nor do I find any who can certainly in- 
form me. All therefore I can at preſent ſay concerning it, 
is, I know not there was ever any ſuch Thing. Upon the 
next Article, Let me alk you, Gemlemen, Is not the Law 
good, if a Man uſc it lawfully ? — But I had almoſt forgot, 
Peter had a Sword; as well as Keys; and your 2 

claims 
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1 
claims a Power to ſuſpend from a legal Salary, as well as from 
the Exerciſe of an eccleſiaſtical Office. However, I will be 
bold to affirm, the great Head of the Church, who in the Days 
of his perſonal Miniſtry declared that bir Kingdam was not f 
this World, and refuſed to divide the Inheritance amongſt con- 
tending Brethren, never inſtituted a Judicatory in his Church 
inveſted with /ecular or civil Power. —Agreeably the Church” 


of Scotland declares againſt the civil Places and POWER Of 


Kirkmen. And if any ſhould apply to me in a Caſe purely 
civil, I would freely tell him, it was none of my Buſineſs ; 
God had appointed civi/ Judges, and he might apply to them 
for Rebel where he apprehended himſelf injured. 2 
The laſt Particular (Gentlemen) wants nothing to be ſaid 
upon it, but to declare the Thing as it is, I requeſted the 
Preſbytery to di/-mi/ me from my Paſtoral Charge—ThePreſ- 
bytery informed the People, if my juſt Cauſes of Uneaſineſs 
were not removed, they would proceed to do it at their next 
Meeting The major Part of the Congregation were clear for 
removing them—The Majority of /egal Voters oppoſed this, 
and it could not be effected. In theſe Circumſtances ſome ap- 
plied to me, to adviſe them Finding them averſe from my 
Diſmiſſion, and unable to remove the juſt Cauſes of my Uncaſs- 
neſs, I adviſcd them, in order to clear themſelves, to lay the 
Matter before the Presbytery, jult as it really was, | 
deſired me to draw their Paper for them; which I did; and 
as I had Occaſion, told thoſe who apply'd to me, twas the 
only proper Method I knew of, to diſtinguiſh themſelves, from 
thoſe whom the Preſbytery at their next Meeting found faulty. 
But tis ſurpriſing, Gentlemen, that you ſhould conſtrue this as 
a Complaint againſi me: Seeing you could not but be con- 
ſcious, how you at your next Mecting approved of what theſe © 
very Perſons had done, and required the awhole Society to te- 
move the Cauſes of my Uncafinefs, as they would not leave 


a laſting Blot upon their Poſterity. And if this could not 


be done, you deſired thoſe who were fer it, to diſtinguiſh 
themſelves from ſuch as were againſt ne them.“ | 
Which Paper, of the ſame Import with the former, I drew 
| for 
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for them, and recommended it to them to ſubſcribe.— If then 
I muſt be diſmiſs'd for hit, tis only becauſe I recommended 
unto Perſons what you (Gentlemen) had declared to be their 
Duty, —A Duty too of ſuch vaſt [portance, that theOmiſſion 
of it would leave a laſting Blot upon their Po/terity. —But it 
ſeems, let my Actions have been good or bad, Virtues or 
Crimes, I mult now fuffer for them. —Pray (Gentlemen) ſay 
whom tis to imitate, hirit to entice to the doing of a Thing, 
and when done, to accuſe and condemn for the doing of it. — 
But after all, I muſt inſiſt, that a genuine Copy of theſe 
Complaints be make publick. And if it ſhould then appear, 
thePeople never in Form laid any ſuch Complaints before your 
Preſbytery, I believe, the World would be ſurprized ; which 
yet is no leſs than I expect. 
For a Concluſion of this Head, you inform the World, 
e Theſe are ſome of the Things were proven againft me.” —1 
ſhall not now inſiſt upon the Manner how they were proved: 
From what I have obſerved, I am inclinable to think, the im- 
partial Part of Mankind will be ready to conelude, that both 
Judges and H itnaſſes knew not what they were doing, or elſe 
acted a ſtrange Part, which deſerves a harder Name; and that 
notwithſtanding all the Diſadvantages you have laid me un- 
der, I hare made it abundantly evident, to the Satisfaction of 
unprejudiced Inquirers, that when thoſe Things, which you 
pretend were proved againſt me, and which you ſay the Preſ- 
bytery did and till do look upon as Matters of ſome Weight, 
are weighed in a 7 Balance (not to ſay, they are heavy as 
the Wrath of Fools)they are found /ight as Vanity ; and may 
truly have inſcribed upon each of them, TexeL, Thou art 
aveighed in the Balances, and art found wanting. —Yet after 
all, you ſay, ** They did not lay the Streſs of their Sentence 
« mainly upon theſe : but rather upon aView of my Uſefulneſs 
* being quite gone.“ I proceed then to conſider — 
The /econd and ain Ground, upon which you ſay, the 
Streſs of the Sentence of Diſmiſſion lies, viz. ** The Preſby- 
<« tery found that my Lefulneſi in Pelham, as a Miniſter, was 
* at an End. —Or,as you expreſs it a little before, quite 


Fe gone 
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« gene. f Here, you aſſure us, the Streſs of the Sentence 
mainly lies: You have now ſhewed me the main Pillar, that 
ſupports the Houſe, which the the Preſbytery have framed : 
and I truſt, I ſhall not need the Strength of Sampſon to de- 
moliſh the whole Building. But before I addreſs myſelf to 
this Part of my Work, as I am loth you ſhould have the leaſt 
Occaſion to accuſe me again of Ingratitude, I mult return you 
(Gentlemen) my Thanks for the kind 4/i/fance you have 
already given me againſt the Presbytery, particularly upon the 
Point now. in View, ſo important to their Vindication. 
As there was no Complaint of this Nature laid before the 
Preſbytery, ſo 'tis obſervable, in their Sentence they carefully 
diſtinguiſh it from the Articles of Complaint, the Things 
proved againſt me.*.—And you (Gentlemen) deſire theReader 
to obſerve, that the Preſbytery do not in their Sentence 
« ground my Diſmiſſion /o/el/y or even mainly [N. B. ] upon 
« the Things that were proven againſt me; but what they 
& laid much Weight upon was, that there appeared no 
« Proſpect of my U/e/ulneſ7 as a Miniſter of that Place.“ 
That is, in plain Language, Gentlemen, by the Confeſſion of 
the Preſbytery, and by your own, it was not for any Defect, 
not for any Crime, not ſolely or mainly for any Thing which 
appeared in me, that I was diſmiſſed from my paſtoralCharge ; 
but rather for ſomething which did net appear: Or in ether 
Words, not for any Thing a/ledged and proved againſt me, 
but for ſomething which was neither alledged nor proved. — 
The only Evidence you pretend to give of this Matter, which 
deſerves the leaſt Notice, and which, you ſay, gave greaterClear- 
neſs in proceeding, and weighed with the Presbytery, is, that 
formerly I myſelf had repeatedly petitioned the Preſbytery 
eto be diſmiſſed, enforced myPetition with the very Reaſon 


* whichnow weighed with thePreſbytery, viz. My Uſefulnefs 


© being gone.” Pray, Gentlemen, what need was there to bring 
Evidence, after the above Conceſſion ? Might not oneYear(far 
more a Number of Years)alter theCaſe? —But I inſiſt not upon 
theſe Things; only I deſire you would prove, that I repeated. 
enforced myRequelts by this Reaſon.— And let me further tell 
you, 
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. you, Gentlemen, tho' you ſhould prove it by Oath (if the 


proper Evidences, viz. my Requeſts fail) even this will not 
help your Caſe. For the Presbytery, by reſuſing to diſmiſt 
me for this Reaſon, which you ſay I repeatcdly bro't, have re- 


peatedly judged, that either this was not a ſuſſicieni Reaſon, or that 
'T laboured under a Miſiale in Point of Fatt. — Now, Gentlemen, 
if this was an in/ufficient Reaſon then, how came it to be 
ſufficient now Or, if I was in a Miſtake then, how came my 
Error to give Clearneſi to the Preſbytery now, when by your 
own Conceſſion it was not now proved to be a Truth ?—Let 
Tac further aſk you, Gentlemen, if your Preſbytery be not in- 
ſpired to know Futurities, How could they ind my Uſefulneſs 
was at an End, or quite 11 ?2—If you fay, they pretend to 
Nothing of this Nature, but procceded upon a View, and that 
there appeared no Proſpect of it, pray, Gentlemen, How came 
they to found a Sentence (if not ſolely, yet mainly) upon ne- 
gative Evidence ? This certainly was not agreable to the 
genuine Principles of Reaſon. —How came they to judge 
according to Appearance, mainly, if not ſolely ? Was 
not this contrary to our Saviour's Direction? Judge not ac- 
cording to the Appearance; but judge righteous Judgment * — 
How could they in this Caſe ſay, It ſeemed good unto the 
Holy Gheſt, and to us ?||—But I forbear, —In ſhort, Gentle- 
men, if Miniſters muſt be di/-fed from their paſtoral Charges, 
whenever their future U/efulneſr amongſt their People does 
not appear, I am inclinable to think, upon an impartial Exa- 
mination, I ſhall have many Companions. | 
Oh ! Gentlemen, did you never hear, —have you only 
ſince learned, or did you then not reflect, that Chriſt's 
Miniſters have frequently in mournfal Strains complained of 
their Want of Succeſs be hath believed our Report !—1 
have laboured in vain, and ſpent my Strength for Nought, &c, 
Faye you never known and felt this melancholy Truth, 
That ** ſometimes the Miniſters of Chriſt are reduced to 
« -great Difficulties, [N. B.] without any vibe Succeſs : 
e they toil all the long Night of Deſertion, and take Nothing: 
they div de the Word of Truth ſkilfully, and are very in- 
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* dilllrious in their Work ; but Iſrael will not be gathered ; 


loſe their Labour, in all the Pains they are at: After 
* they have wearied themſelves in their Work, all outſtand- 
&« ing Sinners are eaſy, under condemning Guilt, and in the 
« Filthineſs of their Sins. The Goſpel is a Burden to them, 


and a very littlePittance is given to the Diſpenſers of ir,” * 


But ſuppoſing, this had been the Caſe in Fact, and J had aſ- 
ſerted it, yet (Gentlemen) did it follow, that I muſt be diſ- 
miſſed in the Manner you have done it? — Did not Charity, 
both to me and the People, require, that the /aulty Cauſe, 
which was either in me, or in the People, or in both, ſhould 
have been detected, and if poſſible removed; that ſo neither I 


might for the future marr my own Uſefulneſs, nor the People 


ſtand in the Way of their own Ediſication? Did not Faith- 
ſulneſi to your Truſt require it ſhould be ſo ?—One Word 
more upon tkis Subject Where (Gentlemen) in all the ſa- 
cred Oracles, or Presbyterian Rules, will you find a #arrant, 
for that Power you have aſſumed, to diſmiſs aMiniſter fnally 
from his paſtoral Charge in one Place, without fixing him in 
another, or without an Invitation elſewhere ? Such a Power, 
if I miſtake not, is unknown amongſt Presbyterians : And I 
inſiſt, you will produce it, if ſuch a Warrant is to be found, 
either in our ſupreme or ſubordinate Rules. One Thing I 
know, theChurch of Scetland could not find it in the lateCaſe 
of theSeceeders : And therefore,after a Number of Years,com- 
menced a new Proceſt, and depoſed them, before they could 
deprive them of their Kiri, or Meeting-Houſes and le 

Salaries, Thus, Gentlemen, I think 1 have made it ſuſſi- 
ciently plain, that the Grounds, upon which you pretend to 
lay the Streſs of thePreſbytery's Sentence, diſmiſſing me from 
my paſtoral Charge, really have Vething in them, and are by 


no Means able to bear the Weight you lay upon chem. 1 


muſt therefore conclude, that the ſaid Sentence is a meer VNuſ- 


lity, never had, and never can have any Force; nor is the leaſt 


Regard to be paid either to that of my Suſpenſion, or myDiſ- 
miſſion, — both being paſſed by a Judicatory not duly conſti- 
tuted, —upon one not within their Juriſdiction, and who have 
89 proceeded 
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proceeded by noRule, but their arbitrary Pleaſure.— uo have 


founded their Acts upon Grounds not warranted by theWord 


of God, by Preſbyterian Rules, or genuine Principles of Red“ 


ſon. Once more, —! will obſerve further, 

A Judicatory may be duly conſtituted, —deal with one 
within their Power, —-proceed exactly by approved Rules,— 
ground their Sentences upon a legal Foundation; and yet one 
may lawfully refuſe to reſt in their Sentences, becauſe 7hey 
are not the dernier Reſort, the final Judges in the Affair.— 
For Inſtance, the Sentences of our Inferior Courts are never 
eſteemed definitive ; unleſs Perſons being convinced of the 
Equity of their Sentences, pleaſe to reſt in them: Becauſe 
they are not the laſt Reſort appointed by Law. —— The laſt 
Thing therefore (Gentlemen) which I conceive belonged to 
you to make evident, was, that according to Presbyterian 
Principles, your Presbytery were the final Judges in theſe 
Matters; from whoſe Sentence there lies 2 Appeal. A few 
Words may ſuffice upon this Head, the Matter being ſo ex- 
ceeding plain, —According to Presbyterian Principles, there 
are five Judicatories, of divine Inſtitutien, —A Seſſion, or El- 


_ derſhip, A Preibytery, — A Provincial Synod, — A national 


Aſſembly, —and, which is the ſapreme Judicatory of the viſible 


Church, an ecumenical or univerſal Council. —He who eſteems 


himſelf imyured by the Sentence of any inferior Judicatory, 
may appeal to the next Superior Judicatory that meets. — 
Neither are any Perſons obliged to reſt in the Sentence of any 
inferior judicatory, unleſs they have bound themſelves to do it. 
Nor has the inferior Judicatory Power to execute their Sen- 
a | tence, 

V. B. There ſeems to be ſomeDiference between the 
pon and former Principles and Practice of the Church of 
cotland, upon this Point. I am apt to think, upon an im- 
partial Enquiry it will be found, our Reformers, in Place of 
our Seſſions and Presbyteries, as they are now conſtituted, pro- 
feſſed only one Judicatory; which they ſometimes call the 
Elder/hip, ſometimes the Presbytery : Which perhaps upon 


due Examination will be found to be the very Scripture-Pre/* 
bytery. See it deſcribed 2 B. of Diſcip. Chap. 7. 
I 42. Ap. 1638. 


7 * 
„ 

tence, t until it be confirmed by the Superior, in Caſe of an 
Appeal, and the Matter end in an ecumenical or univerſalCoun+ 
cil, —An ecumenical Council is what perhaps never was in 
Fact, nor ever will be; altho' ſeveral have obtained the 
Name. Wherefore, Presbyterians have univerſally agreed 
(at leaſt, until ſuch a Council ſhall be) to reſt in the Senten- 
ces of their reſpective ſuperior Judicatories: Such as, in 
Scotland, their general or national Aexwbly ; in France and 
Ireland, their general Synods : And 1 once tho't, the Church 
of Geneva had agreed to reſt in the Sentences of their Presby- 
tery; but upon better Information I find, they were joined 
with the reformed Churches of France, and have now joiacd 
themſelves with the reformed Churches of Helvetia, and are 
not an independent Preſbytery. 

Now, Gentlemen, if you have not bound yourſelves to ſub- 
mit to, and reſt in, the Determinations of your Presbytery, 
'tis vain for you to pretend to give Sentence in any Caſe, ex- 
cept the Parties ſubmit theniſelves to you. Without this, 
tis wicked to pretend to execute your Sentences, until the 
Matter be tried by a /uperior Judicatory, And let me fur- 
ther tell you (Gentlemen) what I ſuppoſe will appear heretical 
to you; 'tis an Article of the Northern Hereſy, i. e. Scots 
Presbyterianiſm, That neither your Preſbytery, nor any u- 
dicatory upon Earth, have Power finally to execute their 
Sentences, in Things of Importance unto any Congregation, 
without their own Conſent ſirſt obtained.“ An inDaeenDENT. 
Presbytery is Nonſenſe; a flat Contradiction in the Presbyterian 
Dialect. If you have bound yourſclves to this, pray (Gentle- 
men) let it be made appear. Sure this is an eaſy Matter : 
only produce our mutual Obligations, if there be any ſuck, 
But if you cannot do this, tis plain, from the very Nature 
of Presbyterian Church-Goverament, you cannot, without 
manife{tly violating what yourſelves profeſs to be the Laws of 
Chriſt, nor without injuriouſly robbing me of that Liberty 
wherewith he has made all the Subjects of his viſible King- 
dom free, without doing this (I ſay) you cannot deprive me 
of the Privilege of an Appeal from your Sentence, or proceed, 
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to execute your Sentence, until we have agreed in ſome ſupe- 
rior Judicatory, and bound ourſelves to reſt in their Determi- 
nation.—As you do not pretend (and if you did, the Con- 
trary 15 plain from your Narrative) that ever your Presbytery 
offered me the Liberty or would admit of an Appeal, either 
in the Affair of my Suſpenſion or Diſmiſſion, ſo 'tis plain from 
your Account of the Matter, they would not allow me the 
Liberty ſo much as to bring the Affair of my Suſpenſion be- 
fore the Synod of New-York, if there be any Senſe in the 
Phraſe, by Way of Reference, after they had prejudged the 
Cauſe.—Only a reſting in their Judgment was the hard Con- 
dition, upon which the Affair of my Diſmiſſion was to be 
bro't before them, under all the Diſadyantages of a prejudged 
Cauſe. But I ſuppoſe it already made ſufficiently evident, 
that notwithſtanding the mighty Noiſe you make concerning 
the Preſbytery's Lenity and Tenderneſt towards me, all that 
Noiſe is vain ; not to ſay, an Impoſition upon the World: 
and their moſt rational, pacific, and condeſcending Propoſals, 
by your Account of them, were indeed the. Reverſe, were 
irrational, unpacific, and uncondeſcending. 

I muſt therefore obſerve upon the whole, that for the 
future you (Gentlemen) and thoſe who adhere to your Presby- 
ſery, muſt never pretend, 'tis for the Relief of thoſe who being 
Preibyterian in Principle, cannot with a good Conſcience 
join with the Congregational Churches, that you receive and 
rake Care of thoſe who live within the Bounds of ſuch Con- 
gregations.—Surely thoſe who receive your Principles, and 
ſcruple the other, know not what true Presbyterian Principles 
are, and ſeem to have ſuch tender Conſciences as will rain 
at a Gnat and ſwallow a Camel. But to conclude this Head, 
I chink it appears plain, that your Sentences againſt me are 
Nullities, as being paſſed by a Judicatory not duly conſtituted, 
upon one not within their Juriſdiction, —by a Judicatory who 
have net proceeded in a legal Manner, — nor founded their 
Judgment upon ſufficient Grounds, —and laſtly, by a Judica- 
tory, who according to their own Principles, are not, yea, 

cannot be, the fira/ Judges in the Cale. | 

I come 


Av vu wm ww O©.2 


Land 


„ K AB: WH 2 pm 2 . „ q2E2G 


L 
I come now to the /a/? Thing propoſed, namely, to an- 
fuer ſome of thoſe Things, which ſeem ng material, in 

what you have thought fit to publiſh.—And here, Gentle- 
men, 1 ſhall make as ſhort Stay as poſſible. This Point 1 
reſerved to the laſt, leſt it ſhould have inſenſibly led me into 
theHumour of throwingDirt, and by railing npon myAdverſa- 
ries, inſtead of reaſoning with them, to have made myſelf 
appear as ridiculous to the World, as I ſuppoſe they have 


made themſelves. I propoſe not (Gentlemen) to take Notice 
of every Thing you advance, while (to uſe your own Phraſe)  - 
you labour to bedaub me with Dirt. — What mean all your 
perſonal Refiettions,your Probabilities, with a long &c. What 


are they to the Argument ?— That which I intend, is only, 
in a few of the m9 material Inſtances, to ſhew how eaſy 
'twould be for me to vindicate my ſelf intirely, and wipe off 
all your Dirt, Ia doing this, I ſhall as much as poſſible en- 
deavour not to throw it back upon you, by wngenteel (not 
to ſay, unchriſtian) Reflections, foreign to the Subject, either 
upon your Perſons, your Parts, or your Conduct. However, 
I know not but it might be uſeful to convince you of the 
Indecency (I had almoſt faid, /niquity) of what you have 
done, if any would ſhew you your own Faces in the ſame. 
Glaſs, in which you labour to repreſent me to the World, — 


Gentlemen, Are there no Incanſiſiencies in your Conduct? 


For Inſtance, How will you reconcile your Conduct toward 
Mr.Moorntad with yourProceedings againlt we ? For, by a 
Copy of the Record now before me, it appears, he is under 
Suſpenſion, by a Sentence of the former Presytery : in Con- 
tem pt of which, he continues to exerciſe his miniſterial Office. 
Now, if I underſtand your Narrative, you are the ſame Judi- 
catory ſtill, Why then don't you tell the People of bir 
Charge, tis their Duty to abſtain from attending upon 4is- 
Miniſtry? — Why don't you write to them upon this Subject? 
Why don't you take Care to ſupply his Pulpit (agreable to 


the Vote of Preſbytery) and proceed to diſcharge his Con- 


gregation from paying his Salary ?—Further, Gentlemen, Is 
your Narrative ſo fair, that there are no Blunders in it ? 
Have jou wrote correctly, in the only Inftance, wherein you 


pretend 


\ 
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pretend to correct me ? By your own Confeſſion, I expreſſed 


I don't think, upon a critical Review, you will affirm fo 
concerning yourſelves : and you are the leſs excuſable, be- 
cauſe of your Number, and becauſe in the very Time you 
were pretending to pul/ a Mate out of my Eye.—Is it writ- 
ing correctly, to call upon we for the Proof of the Things you 
ſay I had aſſerted, and at the ſame Time to produce unde- 
niable Evidence of them your/e/ves But you mult excuſe 
me (Gentlemen) from dwelling upon ſuch mean Buſineſs. 
Perhaps, if you have Occaſion to write much upon Contro- 
verſy, and go on to uſe ſuch Kind of Arguments, you may 
poſſibly meet with ſome as ſkilful as yourſelves, in this po/ite 
Way of Reaſoning. 

Paſſing therefore many Things, which want to be corrected 
both in your Introduction and Narrative, the firſt Thing I 
ſhall take Notice of, is that bold Aſſertion— All this was 
* to evade coming to a Trial for his bad Behaviour [N. B.] 
* to us, and the People.“ .. Will not ſome (Gentlemen) 
ſuſpect, I had been already ing Means to reclaim you, which 
- were prievous, like Correction to Delinquents, antecedently to 
the laying my Repreſentation before you? And conſequently, 
the Truth of ſome Part of your Narrative ? This bold Aſ- 
ſertion you afterward enlarge upon, in theſe Words, — Nor 
* can the Preſbytery think, that Faithfulneſs ro God, and a 
View to reforming his Brother, were the ſole, or the main 
% Motives, of his laying before them the mentioned Repte- 
*« ſentation. Tis the Opinion of many, who have had the 
« belt Opportunity of knowing the true State of Matters, 
« with Relation to Mr. Abercrombie, that the chief, it not 
the ſole Motive of his laying before the Preſbytery, the 
« above humble Repreſentation, was, that he might thereby 


« [N.B.] might have ſome Colour to ſtate himſelf a 


« ing to him; and by that Means, to avoid a Trial between 
. | . cc | * 4 
* Nar. H. 8. I Nar. Z. 19. 


myſelf well, altho you think 1 might have done it better. 


% Jay a Foundation for a Quarrel with his Brethren ; and ſo 


«© Party, and in Conſequence thereof, to caſt off the Autho- 
0 rity of the Preſbytery as a Judicature, in all Matters relat- 
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him and his People, which he foreſaw to be coming on, and 
“in which he would find it difficult to vindicate his Conduct.“ 


The Probability of this Scheme (Gentlemen) you with great 


Pains labour to confirm in the following Pages. Whether, or 
no, you have framed this Scheme from Experience, and drawn 
to the Life all or any of your own Number, 1 leave you and 
others to determine ; and, preſume to judge no Man, until I 
hear him. 1 However, if this in the Iſſue turn out to be the 
Caſe, it will not be ſufficient to warrant you to meaſure me 
by the ſame Rule. —I ſhall not ſtay to mark out the Incon- 
fiftencies of this feiguedScheme,nor ſay whether tis not a bold 
aſſuming the divine Prerogative : but methinks, it wants two 
excellent Qualities to recommend it, Truth and Charity. 
Gentlemen, Do you imagine, People don't think, and would 
not perceive, that if the whole of your Reaſoning were al- 
lowed to be good, you had only made the Thing probable ; 
but had not even by your ownConfeflion proved your confident 
Aſſertion? — What then has the Truth gained by all your 
elaborate Reaſoning in ſeveral Pages? Verily Nothing. — 
Certainly (Gentlemen) you were extremely pinched for Reg- 
lities, when you conſumed ſo much Time in labouring to 
make out one Probability. — But did you not perceive, your 
own Account of this Matter deſtroys the Probability you en- 


deavour to confirm by it? — By this, the Complaints from 


the People, and my Repreſentation, were both before you 
Your Eyes were juſt opened to fee, I had been impe/ing upon 
you did not inſiſt upon my Repreſentation being f conſi- 
dered“ c. Is it not therefore plain, by your own Account, 
you might have taken which. you pleaſed i, and have pre- 
vented my Deſign,if I had any ſuch. What then have you 
proved, by all your Pains and Eloquence? For my Part, I can't 
conceive of a more natural Confequence, than that there was 
not the leaſt Probability of the Truth of what you had affert- 
ed. But amidſt all this Uncertainty, one Thing is plain, that 
your firſt confident Aſſertion, upon being examined even by 
yourſelyes, turned out only a Probability || : And I am ready 

| | 2 to 
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to think, when you give it an impartial ſecond Review, it will 
turn out a meer Nothing. But before I diſmiſs this Matter, 
let me aſk you, Gentlemen, How will you reconcile yourCon- 
duct, in receiving and publiſhing theſe Things to the World, 
with that lovely Character of a Citizen of Zion, one who ſhall 
abide in God's Tabernacle, He taketh not up a Reproach a- 


gainft his Neighbour ? * Or, with that apoſtolick Canon 
Againſt an Elder receive not an Accuſation, but before 
tao or three Witneſſes ? F While, by your own Conceſſion, 
you have not one Evidence of the Truth of what you have 
ſaid Will you ſpeak wickedly for God, or talk deceitfull; for 
bim ! 

Every one will ſee, I only want a fair Trial, before indif- 
ferent Judges: and were I diſpoſed to recriminate, what a 
fertile Subject would the Manner, in which Mefh'rs Hoorhead 
and McGregore left the old Preſbytery, and Mr. Parſons his 
Pariſh in Lyme, afford me t declaim upon? But J decline 
ſuch mean Artifices to expoſe an Adrerfa 
to ſay, whether any or all of you (Gentlemen) run off to 
eſcape Cenſure, or to gain ſome private. End ; and to uſe 
your own Words, whether it was politict in you, conſidering 
you could not be ignorant I had ſo large an Opportunity 10 
recriminate, were 1 ſo diſpoſed. 

But it would be endleſs Labour, to art every Blunder ; 
and to take Notice of every Thing, which from your own Ac- 
count of Matters muſt appear plain to judiciousReaders :—Such 
as, that while you were labouring to avoid a falſe {mputation, 
you have taken the moſt effectual Method to have the very 
ſame Thing juſtly imputed unto you, viz. That you adted 
without a proper Regard to the Standards of the Church of 
Scotland | —If 27 ſay, you did not make theſe your Rule in 
jadging my Caſe, How does it appear you have a Regard to 
them ?—If you ſay you did, Was not this, Gentlemen, prac- 
tically (which ſpeaks loud in the Ears of Men of Senſe)to own 
What you ſay was /alſe in Fact? That while you inform the 
World, The Presbytery proceeded in the Name of the 
**. Lord Feſus c to ſuſ pend him from the Exerciſe of his 
| | cc Office, 1 
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« Office,” * I appeal to the Copy delivered to me, if there be 
one Word of Truth in this. Gentlemen, remember, God's 
People are Children that will not lie. That the Presbytery 
had agreed to /u/pend me, before I had committed the Crime, 
yea, before they could poſſibly know whether I wou/d/ commit 
it, or not— Cc. Gc. 

I have already ſaid what is neceſſary concerning your fi 
Propoſal. — Your ſecond Propoſal is, That in Caſe I would 
« fain Iſues with the People, in Order to a Trial of their 
Nat ters of Grievance and Complaint,” &c. (ſee the reſt) |} 
Let me aſk you, Gentlemen, Had you Power to proceed with- 
out my Conſent ? Or, Had you not ?—If you ſay, you had, 
methinks your Propoſal was not agreeabie to the 4poſtolick 
Practice, as I (according to you) had called your Authority in 
Queſtion, —If you had not ſufficient Authority to proceed avith- 
out my Conſent, 1 do not ſee how you can clear yourſelves 
from acting the Buſy-Body in other Men's Matters. The 
People and I were to ſettle that Point. But however this 
be, as this Propoſal was made by Mr. M<Gregore without Doors, 
you yourſelves have furniſhed me with an Anſwer, — What 
« then]! Wherein was I to blame, in rejecting it? The Preſ⸗ 
« bytery were under no Obligations to adopt Mr. M<Gregore's 
« Propoſal ; or to make the Opinion of him or any other 
« Member the Rule of their Proceeding with Mr. Abercrom- 
bie. 9 Was it then a Fault in ue, if I renounced it? 

Having finiſhed your Narrative, you come to animadvert up- 
on ſeyeral Things in my Letter, which you ſay I feem to lay 
great Streſs upon. And the / Thing, of this Narure, you 
think fit to introduce me alledging, is,. — That / brought 


% no Charge againſt the Preſbytery, &c. On which you fay, 


« But ho does he make it appear, that he brought no Charge 
« againſt the Preſbytery?” jt Very pretty ! Don't you think, 


Gentlemen, your judicious Readers ſinile, when they read this ?— 


Even Perſons of common Senſe (not to ſpeak of Men of a libe - 
ral Education) muſt know, twas your Buſineſs to prove, I had 
brought ſuch Charges; not ine, to prove I had net. —And. 
G | pray. 

* Nar. p. 9, 10. + Ja. 63. 8. + Nar. p. 9. 
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pray, Gentlemen, where is there any ſuch Quęſtion as you in- 
troduce me aſking ? By what Rule is my Conduct cenſur- 
able? —That which I propoſed, was, By whatRule can a 

Repreſentation, made unto Perſons themſelves,concernipg any 
part of their Conduct, be turned into a Charge againſt 
them ?— I made it plain, your Conduct in this was contra- 
ry to Reaſon, Scripture, and Example.“ Nor have you at- 
tempted to diſprove what I ſaid upon this Head: but having 
Aur'd a Page with Ink, and ſhewed how eloquently you can 


declaim Nothing to the Parpoſe, inſtead of the above Queſti- 


on, you introduce me aſking, By what Rule my Conduct is 
cenſurable ? Pray, Gentlemen, is this to give a FAIR NAR- 
RATIVE of Matters! Or, to act the Part of fair Diſputants 
Another Thing, ſay you, I appear to lay great Streſs upon, 
is, © That tho' it ſhould be granted, that my Paper contains 
1 jn it Matters of high Charge, yet theſe Things being againſt 
« thePreſbytery, they has no Right to call me to an Account, 
& it being contrary even to the Light of Nature, that Parties 
« ſhould be Judges.” T I ſhall not now enquire, whether you 
fairly ſtate the Argument, or not. Tis ſufficient for me to 
obſerve, the Inſtance you bring of the Houſe of Commons, to 
prove, that if my Reaſoning be good, it will follow, that u⸗ 
Curt has any Authority to puniſſi or chaſtiſe, or even ſo much 
as to call to an Account, any of her Members, is nothing to 
the Purpoſe, For the Queſtion is not concerning a ſupreme, 
but a ſubordinate Court. And the Inſtance of a Congregatio- 
na Church is yet leſs to the Purpoſe : Nor can you argue 
from it, to a Presbyterian, who acknowledge a Number and 


 Subordination of Fudicatories, in the Church, of divine Inſti- 


tution.— But it ſeems, Prezeus-like, you can turn yourſelves 
into any Shape. However, they muſt be very ſhort - ſighted 
indeed, who cannot ſee the Weakneſs of all your elaborate 
Reaſonings upon theſe Inſtances, —-Surely,” if the Prevbytery 
cannot be Judges in their own Caſe, the Synod can: And if 
the Synod have not Power ſufficient, the A/embly have. 80 


that my Argumentation, which you grant ſeems plauſible, will 


bear the Teſt of your ſtricteſt Examination: And when you 
| | | R 


a 
have ſpent your Strength in Oppoſition to it, twill remain ſtill 
in full Force againſt you. 3 

What you plead by Way of Excuſe for yourſelves, in refuſing 
me atteſted Copies of the Papers, methinks (Gentlemen) needs 
no Anfwer : every one appearing ſatisfied, that your Condus 
in that Matter cannot be juſtified : of which, after all you 
had ſaid, yourſclves ſeem conſcious, while you add, How- 
«« eyer, upon /econd Thowught,, we with he had recewed a 


<P 


« Copy of ſaid Paper“ Pray, Gentlemen, allow yourſelves 
a ſecond Thought upon the Whole of your Conduct in this 


Affair, reviewing it ſerioufly and impartially, in the Fear of 


God; and I hope, our Diſputes will be in a good Meaſure. 
finiſhed. —Nor is it neceſſary I ſhould inſiſt at preſent on Mr, 
McGregore's Letter, and what is ſaid upon it. —If I under; 


ſtand you, ttis poſſible I may have a future Occaſion to exa- 
mine that Matter thoroughly. In the mean Time, whether 
or no you have given us the ſaid Letter without. the Alteration 
of a Word or Syllable, I ſhall not at preſent ſtand to enquire, 
When we come to diſpute that Matter, I ſhall deſire the 
World to believe Nothing upon my Aſſertion. And I muſt 
aſk Leave to ſay to him, Sir, I verily believe you, when you 
inform the World, your Letter was never intended for the 
Publick ; and if you had ſaid, nor was it expected I ſhould 
ever come to ſee the ſaid Letter, I could have eaſily believed 
you. — But why (Sir) ſo averſe to zvy ſeeing a Letter, directed 
to be communicated to the Society whereof I was a Member, 


and which particularly concerned e! Does not this (Sir) 


bewray a Conſciouſneſs of ſomething,which could not endure 
the Light ?— O, Sir, How bold, and how open is Truth? 
“ How free, and how caſy in its Gate? How much above 
*© the mean Shifts and Artifices of Error ? It can ſtalk ma- 


jeſtick in broad Day, without fearing the moſt | prying and 
* Furious Eye, and offers its ſelf expoſed to be narrowly. . 


© wewed on all Sides by the moſt careful Obſerver. But 
% how mean ? How ſneaking a Thing is Error? that can- 
s not thrive but in the Shades; and loves Nothing fo much 
* ag, Obſcurity and Diſguiſe. She dares not march up ta 

G 2 | | «c YOu 
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40 you in a ſtrait Road,” and with a bold open Front, but in 


« winding Mazes, and couched under a Vail. Do but de- 
s te&t her, and you deſtroy her. Sir, the Fertileneſs of 
the Subject has almoſt made me forget myſelf, and anticipate 
our future Buſineſs. —I muſt therefore (Sir) take my Leave of 
you at preſent, thank you for, and recommend to your Prac- 
tice, your own wholſome Advice ; when I have told you, that 
if it has ſlipt your Memory, I imagine, when we come to 
converſe more cloſely upon the Subject, I ſhall be able to 
lay before you ſuch Things, as I expect ſome will think 
muſt render it extremely difficult for me to believe you, when 
you tel] the World, Lou know not what Mr. 4bercrombie 
* means, by doing Harm to ſome in their private Intereſt, 
„% by preaching againſt giving Bribes to Miniſters. ”—But 
Gentlemen, I alk your Pardon, if I have offended by this 
Digreſſion, and return to addreſs myſelf to you. 

Your Criticiſm upon the Order in which I mention ſome 
Epithets, which you name the three Adjedives, F while you 
Jay nothing to the Argument in the Place where they are 
uſed, is too low and trifling to waſte much Time upon it. 
It ſeems, by your own Conceſſion, as I expreſſed myſelf, my 
Clymax aroſe with ſome Beauty and Strength; and if accord- 
ing to you the firſt and laſt Epithet ſhould have changed Places, 
it would only have had more : i. e. I expreſſed myſelf well, 
but I might have done it better, —Be it ſo,yet is not ſuchTrj- 
fling below Men pretending to common Senſe, much more 
beneath Men of a liberal Education ?—T ſhould not (Gert/e- 


meg) have taken any Notice of this, but becauſe (altho' you, 


are at great Pains to tell the World I am an incorrect Wiiter) 
this is the only Inſtance 1 have obſerved, wherein you pretend 
to correct me. May I not (Gentlemen) jultly return you your 
own Compliments, and fay, ©* This Way of endeavouring to 
* expoſe an Antagoniſt, is mean, and not becoming the 
Candor of Gent/emen and Scholars, Beſides, in you this 


«© was not very polztick, conſidering that in the very doing it 
* you gave me ſuch an Opportunity to recriminate, were I ſo 


*« diſpoſed. However, they who are much ſet upon expoſing 
| | 8 x4 their 
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« their Neighbours, and are ſcarce of Materials for that End, 
« are obliged to make the 72/7 of every Thing.” ||-—As to 
what you ſubjoin in your next Section, where you labour to 
fix an Inconſiſlency upon me, * I appeal to all thoſe Recommen- 
dation I brought with me, to thoſe who have read them, 
or heard me converſe upon this Subject, —if there be Truth 
in what you report to my Diſadvantage.—I ſhall only obſerve 
upon the following Paragraph, that you grant what I affirmed, 
while you confeſs, that after my Suſpenſion, ** As you had 
« Opportunity, you told the People, it was their Duty to 
« abſtain from Attendance . on my Miniſtry.” —I ſhall not 
conſume Time in animadverting upon your mean per/onal Re- 
flections here and elſewhere ; nor in labouring to ſhew, that 
your Confeſſion, altho' ſhort of what I conceive is true, was 
a prejudging of my Caſe, and ſo incapacitated you for being 
my future Judges, | 

When you come to animadvert upon the Account I give; 
of the Method or Order, in which you read the Papers at 
Pelham, you conciude thus. © We forbear making any 
«© ſevere Reflections here, We would only ſay, that in it 
e the Reader has a Specimen of his unfair and injurious 
« Treatment of his Brethren, Let the Impartial judge, 
« whether acknowledging his Miſtake, if it was a Miſtake, 
* 13 not aDebt that Mr, AHercrombie owes to the Truth. 
'T was beſt indeed (Gentlemen) not to make ſevere Reflection: 
here, and to inſiſt only upon the Hypethefis of a Miſtake, left 
when the Matter came to be examined, it would have been 
found falſe in the 7h, and the fevercRefletions wou d return 
upon yourſelves. —To ſct this Matter in a juſt Light, I muſt 
obſerve, that by your own Account there were ſeveral Papers 
written upon my Repreſentations, a Narrative, Remarks, An- 
fuers, &c. By your own Confeſſion, the Narrative was f;: 
read. You need not be told, that Names don't alter the 
Nature of Things, —that there are many Writings between 
which and their Titles ther? is no Conſiſtency. — I appeal to 
thoſe that were preſent, who from ſome remarkable Arguments 
contained in ſaid Narrative, cannot fail to remember, if it did 
3 not 
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not contain ſuch Anſwers, as were thought fit, or perhaps 
could be given, to my Repreſentations, —What then if of all 
your different Narratives, Anſwers and Remarks, of which 1 
know not the Number, one was read after my firſt Repre- 
ſentation ?—Whether you found, the Method you had former- 
ly uſcd, of reading your own Remarks and Anſwers firft, was 
difapproved, and to avoid the Imputation of prepoſterous 
Management, you. chriſtened them by a new Name, your- 
ſelves beit know. Still I muſt remind you, Names don't alter 
the Nature of Things. Let the Impartial judge, whic 1 of 
us have diſguiſed or injured the 7rauth and ſay, by whom 
the Debt to that is due. X 
You next call me to an Account for mi/repreſenting a Pro- 
poſal made by Mr. MGregore.* — Either (Gentlemen) you 
underſtood not what you wrote, or I muſt confeſs myſelf ſo 
dull of Apprehenſion, as after all your elaborate Reaſoning not 
to know, in what I have miſreprefented ſaid Propoſal. —Even 
according to your own Account of it, which, by the by, I 
think every unprejudiced Perſon will ſee, is in Sub/tance the 
fame with mine (for to give his expreſs Words 1 never pre- 
tended) if I made it plain, that I had not ca of the Authority 
of the Preſbytery, or refuſed any Subjedtion | was bound to 
give my Brethren (and ſurely, Gentlemen, you are the very 
Frſt, calling themſelves Prerbyterians, who ever ſo much as 
dreamed, that to decline the Judgment of a Preſbytery, to 
refuſe them as Judges in a particular Caſe, and appeal to a 
ior Judicatory, imply'd any Thing of that Nature). I ſay, 
if I made it plain, and you pretend not to diſprove it, that I 
had committed no ſuch Crime as Me Gregore ſuppoſed, what 
Need was there for me fi to acknowledge my Fault, in do- 
mg what I never did ? Or in other Words, when I removed the 
Antecedent of his Propoſal, the Conſequent was of Courſe like- 


wife taken away. But it ſeems, guilty or not guilty,'tis all one: 


wherever you take the Notion, I muſt confeſs a Fau/t;—Let 
the Impartial again judge, if your f Reply to what I had 
faid upon this Head, was not the %; - Wherein were 
the Preibytery to blame? Were they under any Obligation 

a . | « ty 
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« to adopt Mr, M<Gregore's Propoſal ? Or make"theOpini- 
* on of him or any other Member the Rule of their Proceed- 
« ing with Mr. Abercrombie ?”—Let them likewiſe judge, 
which of us have miſrepreſented the Caſe, and by whom an 
Acknowledgnicnt is a Debt owing to the Truth. 
You introduce me * complaining loudly, that I ſhould be 
ti required by thePreſbytery,to anſwer to theComplaints of the 
« People againſt me at N inſiſt, Cent lemen, that 
you will make it appear, the People laid ſuchComplaints before 
y2u. Surely many of them could not do it; for this very good 
Reaſon, becauſe the Things complained of were done between ' 
this and your former Mecting. —I muſt deſire likewiſe, that 
you will make it appear, “a genuine Copy of ſaid Com- 
e plaints was offered to me by the People repeatedly.” —_—— 
If they were, 1 am ignorant of it: Nor do 1 think any of 
them ever informed the Preſbytery, they offer'd them repeat- 
edly. ——1 inſiſt alſo, that you will ſatisfy the World, it was 
« the Clerk's Omi ſſion, in not entering the Preſbytery's Order 
t in the Records.“ I confeſs, Gentlemen, I have not Faith 
enough to believe you in this Matter. For how was it peſſi- 
ble, the Presbytery ſhould give, or the Clerk inſert in their Re- 
cords, an Order concerning Things future and contingent, 
which only God himſelf could know ? Verily if you cannot f 
unriddle this Myſtery, and give the World a ſatisfactory Ac- 14 
count of this Matter, you cannot rationally expect to be be- 
lieved. Until you do this, in the mean Time I would pro- 
poſe it to the ſerious Conſideration of your _Presbytery, 
whether Judicatories of Chriſt ought not to be very careful in | 
correcting theErrors,or ſupplying theOmiſhons of thenScribes, | | 
and to inſert Nothing in their Minutes, under this Notion, but 
what they certainly know to be ſuch, that the Odium of In- 
terpolation may be avoided, — And 1 would further propoſe 
it unto them, impartially to examine every Inſtance of this 
Kind in their own Records, that Nothing of this Nature be 
found in them. | | 
You proceed to animadvert upon n Paper given in at 
Pelham. I have already ſaid what is neceffary upon re 
| W 
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which you advance: and therefore ſhall here only obſerve, 


that ſpeaking of the Fear I had expreſſed concerning the 
People under yourCare, you ſay,— ** We leave every one to 
« judge, whether this be not pretty aſſuming Language, to be 
*« uſed by one, concerning whoſe Miniſterial Faithfulneſs, or 
« Wiſdom, or Succeſs, there is fo little to be ſaid ? Does it 
« not ſhew a good Deal of Confidence in him (eſpecially 
* conſidering what his Conduct has been in his own Congre- 
4 pation) thus to Lecture off his Fathers, as well as Brethren, 
«+ in the Miniſtry, who, we truſt, have obtained Help of God, 
&* to be faithful; and whoſe Labours the great Shepherd has 
« owned ?”"t— Father, forgive them; for they know net what 
they do or ſay.—Gentl/emen, What our miniſterial Faithfulne/s, 
or Wiſdom, or Succeſi, in our reſpective Congregations, has 


been, will one Day appear. —I ſhall only at preſent ſay, Let 
another Man praiſe thee, and not thine own Mouth; a Stran- 


ger, and not thine own Lips.“ Methinks, Gentlemen, you 
cannot review this Paragraph of yours without Bluſhing, and 
diſmal Reflections upon yourſelves, Yea, I fancy, I already 
hear you imploring the divine Forgiveneſs, and wiſhing that 
eternal Darkneſs might vail theſe and many other unhappy 
Lines, in which you have expreſſed yourſelves very unlike the 
Diſciples of the meek and lowly 7e/us.—Alas, Gentlemen, 
are you indeed ſo ind in your own Affairs, or ſo partial in 
your own Favonr ! Do you look upon your Conduct ſo per- 
fectly blameleſs, that no Perſon dare ſo much as expreſs his 
Fears concerning any Part of it, but he muſt ſuffer by your 
(L had almoſt faid, unbridled) Tongues !—Can you take a 
more effectual Method to blind your own Eyes, and to drive 
away from you every faithful Friend, who would diſcover to 
you your Blemiſhes ? According to your Reaſoning, if even 
a Fellow-Labourer ſhould /ay to Archippus, Take Heed to thy 
Miniſtry, Archippus might return upon him, This is pretty 
aſſuming La , &c. | . 

I ſhall only obſerve, upon your next Section, that your 
Reflettions (for I ſee not the leaſt Pretence to Reaſoning in it 
want not any Thing to be ſaid upon them.— et I will j 
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remark, that whereas you labour to fix upon me an Inconſiſten- 
cy with the Truth, concerning Meſſi'rs White and Billing's 
being allowed to join with you, tis plain what my Meaning 
was, nor is it inconſiſtent with the Truth, or with your own 
Narrative. In my Account + I remarked, As it had been 


commonly reported, that they” [Mefli'rs Edwards, White, * 
Billing, and Parſons, who aſſiſted at myOrdination, and had 


receiv d preſſing Letters, in the Name of the Preſbytery, to 


come and adviſe and aſſiſt in this Affair] ** were not a//owed * 


eto lit as Co- Pretbytert, but only to be Vitneſſes that the 
« Presbytery did me Juſtice, [accordingly] when this Matter 
* came to be inquired into, it was found in the Iſſue there 
„% was no ſuch Order”, viz, of the Presbytery, that thoſe 
Gentlemen ſhould be ad to fit asCo-Preſbyters and Judges 
in my Aﬀair, —Then, with Reſpect to Meſſi'rs White and Bil- 


ling, who came on the ſaid Invitation, I added, Whether 


« theſe Gentlemen were not a/l/awed, or did not incline, to 
“join, I know not“? The Meaning of which ſeems plain 
enough, that as theſe Gentlemen did not, at their fi Coming 
to the Preſbytery- Meeting, join with them as Co- Presbyters 
and Judges, whether the Occaſion of their not joining was, 
becauſe they found there was no Order paſſed to allow their 
ſo deing, or becauſe on the whole they did not iz6/ine to do 
it, I could not certainly tell. — ** However, they eſſay d to 
« act the Part of Mediators in this Affair. And after this, 
came on the Propoſal you ſay was made to me, about, their 
being admitted to fit as Co-Prerbyters. So that according 
to your own Narrative, this Propoſal was /ub/equent to their 


actual uſing their good Offices as Mediators ; and no Order 


of Preſbytery, agreable to the ſaid Propoſal, appears previous 
to their doing this friendly Part. Have you therefore 


(Gentlemen) uſed Candour, in queſtioning the Conſiſtency and 


Truth of my Account of this Matter? 


Your next Lines concern thoſe People in Pelham, who did 


addreſs the Preſbytery, and to give it no harder Name, after 
ſome ungenteel Reflections upon me, in ſtead of pretending to 


remove their Doubts, you ſuffer your Paſſions to eclipſe your 


| Reaſon, 
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Reaſon, and you fall to calling them Names, The very read- 


ing of the harſh Names you give them, cannot fail to raiſe in 


unlike the Temper and Conduct becoming Miniſters of Chriſt. 
Alf we vill believe you, they were jncon ſiderable, in Number, 
or any other Regard, — ** A Number of paſſive Machines, — 
«« /ceptical Brethren, — Doubters — Net ſincere Engquirers after 
4 Truth in this Affair, —diſpoſed to 4 and while they 
« cricd for Light, hut their Eyes againſt it.“ — Alas, What 
means all this Heat, without Light !— Why, they would not, 
ike blind Papiſis, be implicitly led by the Preſbytery ; but, 
like generous Proteſtants, would fee with their own Eyes, — 
But ſay you, They &new,or had the Means of knowing,” viz. 
the Reaſons of the Preſbytery's Proceedings. —Pray, Gentle- 
men, how could this be, when, according to Mr. M<Gregore, 
z even your own Friends, who were in your Secrets, did act 
know them ! which, I verily believe, was the true State of 
the Caſe, —May I in my Turn be allowed (Gentlemen) to 
lay, „In fincere Regard to you, I deſire you to take a few 
Minutes for a careful Look-back, at ſome Time when you 
find your reaſoning Powers moſt, vigorous, and your Paſſions 
*« calmeſt ; and then give an impartial and critical Review 
«+ to your Narrative, and ſce whether you can find in it either 
the Strength of Reaſon, or the Chriſtian Spirit; whether 
you can review ſeveral of your Expreſſions without an. 
» jnward Bluſh.” f Where is the meek, the gentle, the pa- 
tient zn/trudting of the Ignoraut and theſe whe are out of the 
ap, ſuch as you ſuppoſe them to be ?— Here is no direct 
Reply given to what they ſay ; but when you could not 
e reſiſt the Force of their Arguments, you fell foul upon them; 
* and what was to ſeck in Neaſen, you made up in Reproach, 
„This Rabble People, this pitiful ſcandalous ſcoundrel 
„People, who know not the Law, are accurſed. —What ! 
they, ſilly, ſorry Fellows, ignorant and illiterate, the very 
« Dregs-and Refuſe of the Town, ſhall they pretend to teach 
« 25, who are the Sages of the Law, and Grandees of the 
* Chuich 1˙f To uſe your own Words, Gentlemen, Is it 
3 not 
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not a Pity you ſhould ſuffer the Power of a Temptation to 

+ precipitate you into a Conduct, if not ſo like to that of the 
Aceuſer of the Brethren,” at leaſt too like to that of the 
blind, proud, and ſelf-conceited Phariſees *—— oe. 

When you come to vindicate your Conduct upon the” Head 
of bapti/ing the Children in Peilam, you ah « Will 
«© Mr. ,4bercrombie ſay, any were admitted without the Ap- 
<« probation of the Majority of the Elders ; or any that were 
t under known Scandal?” d Omitting, for Brevity's Sake, ma- 
ny Things which might be remark'd here, Mr. Abercrombie 
will fay, The whole Number of E/gers,in your Account, were 
not a fit Repreſentative of the Congregation, much leſs a Part 
of them. This, to uſe your own Phraſe,if it be not Argumen- 
tum ad Rem, "tis ad Hoemines.—Mr. Abercrombie will fur- 
ther ſay, that altho' he looks upon no Man under knownScar- 
dal, until he conſeſi it, or it be proves againſt him, ſome were 
admitted to the Privilege abovemention'd, againſt whom he 
apprehends ſuch Things would have appeared, as without Sa- 
tis faction were ſufficient to exclude them from that Privilege, 
had Matters come to a fair Trial before the whole Saf * 
which, firſt and laſt, little to your Honour, both you and they 
ſeem averſe from. And whereas you ſay, * The Presbytery 
« defires me to ſhew, if I can, /z/tances of ſuch whom they 
t admitted upon other than Goſpel-Terms” *; altho I do 
not now remember, that ever I aferted they did, { 


Inſlances, wherein I think they did ſo, are at your Service, 


without going abroad to ſeck any; I mean thoſe whom they 4 3 | 


{ 
* 


; 


admitted in Pelbam, before my Suſpenſion, — Yea, upon com- 
paring your own Records with thoſe of Pelham, if I miſtake 
not, you will find, you have admitted thoſe who have done, 
and continue to juſtify, what (to uſe your own Words) muſt 
leave a laſting Blot upon their Poſterity.— Pray, Gentlemen, ſpeak 
out, Were theſe admitted regularly upon Geſpel- Terms? Or, 
Were they not? —You ſeem to be ſenſible, they were not admit- 
ted uponGoſpel Terms ; and therefore try to anticipate theſe, 
Inſtances, by aſſerting, that © I appeared e/l-pleaſed with, 
„the whole of the above Proceedings.” ||— I hope, Centle- 
H 2 | 


Men 
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munen, you will onee bluſh, when you reflet upon the unfair 
Repreſentation you give of this Matter, Tis true, having a 
Reſpect to to the rh Treatment of ſome who confeſſed their 


Faults, I uſed Expreſſions, if not the very ſame, yet ſome- 


thing like thoſe you have mentioned, but ſtill intended 79 


Approbation of what was done. This, Gentlemen, you could 
not be ignorant of, as I proteſted againſt theſe Proceedings, 


in the very Time of them, and have ever ſince been inſiſting 


with you to redreſs the Injuries, I apprehend you did by theſe 


Proceedings. What could I have done more, to ſignify my 


Diſapprobation of theſe Proceedings? Should I have railed 
againſt the Preſbytery ? No, this is a Method which I leave 
you, Gentlemen, to uſe, when you have Occaſion for it.— 
But how is this Character of me conſiſtent with my being /tif, 
#nflexible, &c ? Surely, then, if ever, was the Time for it to 


appear, when I did and ſtill do think, you were rending my 
Congregation, —ruining my Miniftry, —alienating their Minds 


from me, and taking a Courſe deſtructive of my future Uſe- 
fulneſs among them. : 

"You ſay, We would aſk Mr. Abercrombie, whether he 
e thinks it reaſonable to exclude all the People in Pelham, 
„ from bearing Witneſs to Things ſpoken, and Facts done in 


& Pelham, and to which none but Pelbam People could be 


«© Witneſs ? - But, pray Gentlemen, is this fairly to narrate 
the Matter. —I complain not, that the People of Pelham 
were admitted Evidences : but that my Accuſers were ad- 
mitted as Witneſſes, to prove their own Accuſations ; which, 
it appears by your own Account, was the Caſe, and is againſt 
the Laws of Scripture, Reaſon, and Preſbyterian Principles. — 
You further alledge, that ** ſeveral of my own ſmall Party 


„ in the Town [as you call them] gave Evidence to ſundry . 
<« of the Articles of Complaint,” T- But, how does this mend 


the Matter? If theſe were among the Complainers, as you 
would have the World believe, were they not wy Accuſers, 
with the Reſt? But pray Gentlemen, what Need was there 
of Evidences in the Caſe ?— Did not ſuch of you who met 


at Pelham, knew the Truth of theſe Matters before: 


| 1 Surely 
I Nar. p. 38. 


Sente 


found 
impoſ 
upon 
prove 
f 


TL 


1 
Surely you had far better Opportunity, than ſome of your 
Brethren, who you ſay did fo. And methinks, there was 
ſtill leſs Need of Evidences, as you tell. us your Sentence 
neither mainly nor ſolely lies upon theſe Things, —But after 
all, Gentlemen, your profeſſed Principles are plain upon this 
Head; and had you duty attended to them, you would not 
have erred, nor thonld I have had Reaſon to complain. 

I had alledged, that if the Major Part of the Prezbytery 
joined in my Diſmiſſion, they ated implicitly, and ſo their 
| Sentence was not to be regarded: Or, if they did net join, 
I was neither diſmiſſed,nor ſuſpended. You reply, © That 
* theſe Members were 1:0 Strangers to the State of Matters 
« in Petham : That ſeveral of them had an Opportunity of 
% knowing the Truth, &. But let me aſk, Gentlemen, 
How did they know theſe Things? themselves or, by 
Report from others If you ſay, Others told them of ine, 
Pray, Gentlemen, was it not contrary to the Apoſtle's Rule, 
to receive, much more to paſs Sentence upon, an Accuſation 
againſt an Elder, without the leaſt Pretence to legal Evidence, 
as they never heard the Mitneſſes judicially examined H 
you ſay, They ine theſe Things, of themſelves, pray(Gentle- 
men) How was this po/ible in their Circumſtances, living at 
ſuch a vaſt Diftance ? — Were they not then both Judges and 
Evidences in the Caſe ? —But ſay you, ** They 2 the At- 
« teſtations of the Evidences.” But to what ?—To any 
Crime or Fault 1 had committed ? Neither you, nor they, 
nor the Preſbytery, will venture to tay, they ever ſaw ſuch 

Atteſtations. —But you add further in Excuſe for them, — 
© That the Sentence of Diſiniſſion is not either ſolely or 
* mainly ſounded upon the ſaid Article. , viz. which the 
Atteſtations referred to. Truly, if fo, the 7orſe for them 
ſtill : for then, according to your Account, | it muſt be 
founded, I think, folely, or mainly, upon what was ſimply 
impoſſible for them to know, or others to inform them of, yea, 
upon what, by your own Confeſhon, was neither alledged nor 
proved, viz. that my U/e/ulne/s in that Place was quite gone. 
in ſhort, Gentlemen, turn and twiſt the Matter which 
* 
t Var. p. 42. Nar. p. 43. | Nar. p. 39543. 
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| 161 
Way you will, the % will (ill be bad : and if they voted in 
the Sentence of my Diſmiſſion, you cannot clear them from 
acting implicitly ; not to ſay, from a Conduct that deſerves 
harder Name, —If they did nat join in ſaid Sentence, which 
is molt charitable to ſuppoſe, then tis plain, that only Meſſi'rs all tl 
Moorhead, M*Gregore, and Rurnt, three out of ten, voted both 
my Diſmiſſion.— Pray, Gentlemen, let the World know the Jud 
Truth of Fact in this Caſe, that they may know what to "Why 
think concerning the Conduct of theſe other Gentlemen, and MW See, 
may learn whether I am in Reality ſuſpended and diſiniſed: inſiſt 
which, for my own Part, I muſt declare myſelf ſatisfied 1 _.. 
am not. ; | 1 hend 


Zut I muſt confeſs, Gentlemen, 1 am quite weary of rak- 
ing in the Dirt with you, and if you proceed in the ſame Man- eve 
ner, throwing ungenteel perſonal Reflections, and neglecting 2 
the Argument, tis highly probable, you will have the Morti- 
fication to ſee me for the future treat whatever you advance of Judg 
this Nature, with a contemptuous Silence. To conclude 5 
therefore, Gentlemen, I can aſſure you, Nothing would be 
more agreeable to me, than upon a fair Trial before impartial 
Judges to find my Fears concerning the State of your Presby- 
terial Affairs groundleſs, —-my gloomy Apprehen/ions only 
imaginary, —and your Conduct (which at preſent I eſteem it 
my Duty and Honour to expoſe} appearing to have a Ten- 
dency to promote the divine Glory and the Good of immor- 
tal Souls, One Word more, Gent/emen, and I ſhall leave 
Fou to reflect upon what I have ſaid.— By your Account of W | 


Natters, which, for theReaſons formerly aſſigned, I muſt proſeſs N any 1 


I don't believe to be true, —I ſay, even by your own Account I from! 
of the Prerbytery's rational, pacifick, and condeſcending Pro- twas! 
poſali, they were clogged with ſuch Conditions and Reſiricti- i formei 
ens, that not I nor any rational Perſon could accept of them; ¶ nr... 
— particularly, as is evident from your Account, the impor- Terk. : 
tant Article of my Suſpenſion was never propos'd to be re- compli 
ferred, — nay, according to yon, an Acknowledgment of the 
Juſtneſs of that Sentence was the Condition, upon which a 
a 5 prepoſterous 
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9 
prepoſterous Reference of the Affair of my Di/miſion depend · 
ed. As this (Gentlemen) was the Caſe, I ſhall once more 
propoſe, —If your Preſbytery think, eit Sentences againſt me 
will bear a fair Trial-before competent and indifferentJudges, - 
according to genuine Presbyterian Rules, let them lay aſide 
all their Conditions and Reſtrictions; and let the whole Caſe, 
both of my Suſpenſion and Diſmiſſion, be laid before impartial 
Judges, for them finally to determine thereon, according to 
the Word of God, and the Conſtitutions of the Church of 
Scotland. And altho', agreeable to ſaid Principles, I might 
inſiſt on it, that the Presbytery ſhould reſtore me al? thoſe 
reaſonable Advantages to defend my Cauſe, which I appre- 
hend they have unjultly taken away from me ; yet being of 
Opinion, that the Equity of my Cauſe will appear without 
baving them all, I ſhall only inſiſt upon ſuch as are allowed to 
every Appellant, who conceives himſelf injured by the Sen- 
Fee of an inferior Judicatory.— And if it be agreeable to 
your Preſbytery, let the aſſociated Miniſters of Boſton be the 
Judges between us. You know (Gentlemen) they are be 
molt eaſy of Acceſi, and they have always been peculiar and 
hearty Friends, to you, as well as me. This Reference, me» 
thinks, will be more honourable, and more comfortable,than 
to go further abroad: Nor can I think of any reaſonable C 
jedion you can have againſt ſubmitting the Matter to ſuch 
Judges. You cannot doubt of their Ability, their Impartiali- 
ty and Juſtice, or Willingneſs to aſſiſt us, provided we mutu- 
ally agree to aſk this Favour of them.— If this Propoſal be 
diſagreeable to your Helen, as my Difficulties about re- 
ferring the Affair to the Synod of New-York, aroſe not from 
any Thing I had to except againſt that worthy Synod, but 
from the Matter of the Reference, and the Manner in which 
twas to be referred, —I ſay, as this was the Cafe, and the 
former Propoſal cannot be admitted, —let the Affair, in the 
Method above-propoſed, be brought before the Synod of Neu- 


York, at their next Meeting. If neither of theſe Propoſals be 


complied with, or ſhewed to be unreaſonable, I hope, the 


impartial World, and particularly our Brethren in the Mini- 


ftry, 
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